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Surely the most charming and topical of all royal books. 
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The Nemesis of Power 


J. W. WHEELER-BENNETT 
“No book could be more opportune, and none more 
disturbing, than Mr. Wheeler-Bennett’s long and brilliant 
survey of the impact of the German Army on German 
policy during the years 1918-45.""—The Times. 
Illustrated. SOs. 


A History of France 


LUCIEN ROMIER 
Translated and Completed by 
A. L. ROWSE 


There are very few modern histories of France available 
in English and it is hoped that this book will fill a notice- 
able need. The French text by Lucien Romier, published 
under the title L’Ancienne France, stops short at 1789, 
and A. L. Rowse has translated it into English and 
brought it up to 1944. With illustrations and maps. 30s. 


Soviet Empire 
SIR OLAF CAROE 


** A book which is at once scholarly and readable, and is 
infused with Sir Olaf’s own devotion to the peoples 
whose fate he describes. It is more than a brilliant study 
of a little known subject; it is the first serious and 
comprehensive account of the extension of Russian power 
into the Middle East since Lord Curzon’s Russian in 
Central Asia, published in 1889.’"-—Ltoyp Davies (Time 
and Tide). With maps. 25s. 


Gardeners 


and Astronomers 


EDITH SITWELL 


A collection of new poems by Dr. Edith Sitwell all of 
which have been written since the publication of Canticle 
of the Rose. 8s. 6d. 


Macmillan & Co. Ltd. 


St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2 
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A Concise History 
of Music 


WILLIAM LOVELOCK, D.Mus. 
Professor, Trinity College, London 
An important and invaluable short history 
for students and musical amateurs, con- 
cerned in particular with the origins and 
growth of styles. Jllustrated. 12/6 net 


Mathematics in Action 
O. G. SUTTON, F.R.S. 
Director of the Meteorological Office 
Formerly Dean of the Royal Military 
College of Science, Shrivenham 
An account, by a .professional mathe- 
matician, of the way in which mathematics 
is put to use by scientists and engineers. 
Illustrated. 15s. net 


A Concise History 
of Mathematics 


DIRK J. STRUIK 
Professor of Mathematics, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
Admirably compresses the history of 
mathematics into less than 300 pages; 
the work of many important mathemati- 
cians is analysed in detail. 
Illustrated. 12/6 net 


— IN PREPARATION — 
SIR MORTIMER WHEELER 


Rome Beyond the 
Imperial Frontiers 


A survey of Roman adventuring far 
beyond the political frontiers of Rome in 
Europe, Africa and Asia. 


Many superb plates. Abt 25s. net 
Mid-1954. 
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TEAPOTS 
AND QUAILS 


and Other Nonsenses 


Edward Lear 


This collection of hitherto un- 
published Lear is as exciting as 
anyone could desire. Its taken 
from MS. in the possession of the 
Houghton Library of Harvard 
University. It contains: Teapots 
and Quails; Limericks; The 
Adventures of Mr. Lear, The 
Polly and the Pusseybite; Flora 
Nonsensica; The Scroobious Pip; 
and Cold are the Crabs. Edited 
and introduced by Angus Davidson 
and Philip Hofer. 12s. 6d. net 


THE VIOLINS of 
ST.-JACQUES 


a novel by 
Patrick Leigh Fermor 
Recommended by the Book Society 


A reviewer of Mr. Leigh Fermor’s 
*Traveller’s Tree’ wrote: ‘‘On the 
evidence of this first book (he) has 
a future of distinction in other 
fields of writing.”’ This novel ofa 
fantastic Caribbean Island, is an 
exciting confirmation of this 
opinion. Published in conjunc- 
tion with Derek Verschoyle. 
9s. 6d. net 
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for boys and girls 





PAMELA BROWN’S 
oud Harlequin 
Corner 


Harlequin Corner was a delight to Nicola, Candy and 
Crispian from the moment they set foot in the Soho 
courtyard, and realised they were to spend their holidays 
at a theatrical costumier’s. Mystery sprang up in these unusual surroundings 
—exciting for the girls with their love of the theatre, and for Crispian whose 
sole ambition was to become a detective. Undoubtedly Pamela Brown’s 
best book to date. Colour frontispiece and 6 full page line illustrations by 
Marcia Lane Foster. 8s 6d 


The Island Castle 


MARY FITT 


A Turkish island forms the unusual background to this exciting story about 
an English boy who goes out there to join a school friend, but finds him 
missing. The tale has a thrilling climax when a great statue on a mountain- 
side suddenly appears to come to life to do battle with the enemy—just in 
time. Illustrated by Peggy Fortnum. 8s 6d 


Curlew Jon 
MARIBEL EDWIN 


A dramatic story set in Scotland about a shy and lonely boy who makes friends 
with the birds and beasts around him. His adventures include the breaking-up 
of a gang of vicious salmon poachers, and much valuable nature lore is inter- 
leaved in this exciting story. Colour frontispiece and many line drawings by 
Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 8s 6d 


Act One 


JANETTE SCOTT 


Though still only 14 years of age Janette Scott is a star in her own right both 
on stage and film; her best known part to date was that of the scientist’s 
daughter in the film of Nevil Shute’s novel No Highway. Modestly and sensibly 
this young actress-author tells the story of her own life largely spent in the 
theatres where her mother, Thora Hird, was acting. Coloured frontispiece 
and several half-tone illustrations. 7s 6d 


NELSON 



































Our Living Language 
A. P. ROSSITER 
An English-Man Looks At His English 


In a stimulating book intended to provoke thought, Mr. Rossiter, a 
fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, writes with conviction of how 
the English language in the twentieth century can be used with 


wit and point. ros. 6d. net 


The Classic Ballet 
KIRSTEIN, STUART, and DYER 


This handsome volume is a basic visual dictionary of the steps, 
positions and movements that make up the vocabulary of ballet. 
Its 156 pages of accurate line drawings with explanatory texts 
combine to produce a unique book, giving the actual working 


meaning of the terminology and technique of ballet. 36s. net 


Men and Books Series 
TWO NEW VOLUMES 
Chaucer by Derek Brewer 
Sir Walter Ralegh by Philip Edwards 


Illustrated. 10s.6d. net each 


Mackenzie King 
The Incredible Canadian 


BRUCE HUTCHISON 


To understand the spectacular rise of Canada to economic power and 


political maturity is impossible without grasping the impact of 
Mackenzie King on the country’s life during nearly thirty decisive 
years. This biography, already acclaimed in Canada as one of the 
most important books to have been written on that country, 
interprets her recent history through a candid portrait of the man 


who was very largely the architect of her greatness. 25s. net 
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JOSEPH TRENAMAN 
RADIO AND READING IN BRITAIN 


IT is thirty-one years since popular radio began. In those days there were 
many people who never saw a morning newspaper, whose only experience 
of music was a few songs with the strumming accompaniment of a family 
piano, who knew nothing of the drama beyond an occasional amateur 
performance at a church hall and who seldom if ever read a book for pleasure. 
In those days the public library was a counter where the borrower went and 
asked for the book he wanted. He first had to look up the number of a 
book in a catalogue and then consult a great indicator to see whether the 
volume was in or out. If the number appeared in blue it was in; if it was 
red it was out. But he could never see the books on the shelves. In the 1920s 
the change-over to the open-access system opened a gateway into the 
world of ideas for many millions. There is now hardly a single town or 
village without its free library service, and its total membership comprises 
one quarter of the entire population. During this thirty years broadcasting 
has expanded until it now reaches some 96 per cent. of the British population. 
The circulation of newspapers and periodicals has vastly increased. Many 
more books are being published every year and the number of books 
borrowed from the public lending libraries has increased fourfold. All these 
and other new avenues of opportunity have brought the world of culture 
into every man’s home. 

As the broadcasting service expanded, fears were expressed lest the ease 
with which it could provide the listener with news, entertainment and even 
education might prove the undoing of the live theatre, of musical perfor- 
mances, of daily newspapers and of the circulation of books. At a recent 
Conference of the Library Association, the Provost of University College, 
London, referring to the influences of radio and television, said “There was 
a time when you as librarians were the custodians of the most lively and 
powerful medium of thought and enlightenment. Now that is no longer 
true. The book is still the most important but it is no longer the most 
attractive.’ 

Time has shown that many of these fears were without foundation: the 
theatre is still very much alive and there is an expanding amateur movement 
in the drama; local environmental studies are increasing, and more people 
are reading more books than ever before. Thirty years ago the numbers of 
those who were sufficiently familiar with orchestral music to be capable 
of enjoying a symphony concert would have been a few hundred thousand; 
today there are millions who listen to the broadcast symphony concerts, and 
the concert halls are still thronged. The summer season of Promenade 
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Concerts used to attract some 2,000 people a night to the old Queen’s Hall; 
nowadays nearly 6,000 music-lovers go every night to hear them in the 
Albert Hall. 

One hopes that these figures are straws in the wind. What the precise 
influence of radio has been upon other activities it is impossible to say, for it 
is so universal, so much a part of one’s daily life, and the stimuli and ideas 
it conveys are so interlaced with those of the other media of communication 
that it cannot be isolated from the total social environment. 

Local and limited effects can sometimes be noted, however, especially in 
the field of reading. As a small contribution to this very large question the 
B.B.C. decided, during its Further Education Experiment, to try and estimate 
the numbers of people who wanted to borrow or buy a particular book 
before, during and some time after it had been broadcast as a serial, and to 
compare the three totals. With the help of the Library Association and the 
Booksellers’ and Publishers’ Associations, an inquiry was made into the effects 
of five broadcast serials at sixty-five public libraries with nearly half-a- 
million registered readers, and also at bookshops in the same areas. In 
addition, the publishers kept careful records of fluctuations of sales. 


When it came to measuring the demand for the books it was not easy to 
find a reliable method. To record the issues of a book would not be adequate 
because some readers might want to borrow it but fail to find a copy on the 
shelf. In fact, where a book was going out again almost as soon as it was 
returned the record of issues would be unable to show any increase in demand 
at all. Nor would it have been enough to add to the issue figures the numbers 
of all those who inquired for the book at the counter, because many readers 
might not bother to do so—not everyone goes into a library knowing just 
what book he wants, and some borrowers may only remember that they 
want to read a book when they see it on the shelf, staring them in the face. 
The problem was to find a way of always having a book on the shelf without 
going to the expense of buying thousands of copies or the inconvenience of 
continually replacing borrowed ones. 

The solution proved to be the installing of dummy books made from 
cardboard boxes, resembling ordinary rebound library volumes, with the 
title and author’s name on the spine. They were substituted on the shelves 
of the public library branches for the real books which were being serialised. 
Inside the dummy was a notice asking the borrower to enquire at the counter 
if he wanted the original. At the counter he was given the book, unless all the 
copies were out, and after a brief explanation of the scheme, he was asked 
one or two questions about his reasons for borrowing the book. The dummy 
books were also put on the shelves for periods before the broadcasts started 
and after they had ended, and some libraries were asked to use the real 
books and the dummies on alternate days as a check on the method. 
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When the results came in, it was found that during the course of a nightly 
bedtime reading of extracts from Galsworthy’s The Silver Spoon the demand 
for the book increased by 60 per cent. A similar increase was noted for 
Trollope’s The Last Chronicle of Barset which was broadcast as a serial play. 
When Elizabeth Bowen’s The House in Paris was read as a daily serial in 
“Woman's Hour’ the library demand increased to three times what it was 
before. Six broadcasts to schools of extracts from David Copperfield 
produced a smaller but a significant rise in borrowing, and Cecil Day Lewis's 
translation of The Aeneid (dramatised i in twelve parts) was accompanied by 
a demand for the original far exceeding that previously recorded for all 
other translations. Most of these increases in demand remained fairly steady 
over the whole period of the broadcasts, but the figures for The House in 
Paris grew bigger each week. These results were closely paralleled by the 
reports which came in from booksellers and publishers. 

A radio dramatisation or reading cannot expect to reproduce more than 
40 per cent. of any book; consequently, one might imagine that such drastic 
cutting would tend to focus too much attention on to the story at the 
expense of the literary qualities of a work, and undue emphasis on the story 
might lead listeners to borrow the book only when they wanted to 
catch up on parts they had missed. Yet four out of every five of those who 
asked for the books said they wanted to ‘read the whole book’ rather than 
fill up any gaps in the story. 

During the three months following the broadcasts, librarians were asked 
to keep a close watch on the demand, because, if there were any tendency 
for listeners to regard a broadcast version as a substitute for reading the 
original work, a number of those who would otherwise have been borrowing 
the book might, during this later period, feel no inclination to do so, and the 
figures for borrowing might then decline. What actually happened was that 
the demand was still consistently higher three months later for all the 
broadcast books. And, further, the libraries reported that the borrowing of 
other novels by the same authors had increased to about double the rate 
before the broadcasts. 

Since practically all of those who had heard the serials attributed their wish 
to read the book at least partly to the experience of listening, there can be 
no doubt that the broadcasts were largely responsible for this increased 
reading of the authors concerned. And since there were no signs of the 
books being read less after the broadcasts had ended, it really looks as though 
the total effect was a gain to reading, at least so far as these books were 
concerned. 

A moment’s further consideration, however, suggests that the situation is 
not quite as simple as it appears. Most of the borrowers who wanted to read 
the books after listening to the serials were already experienced readers, and 
had they not been able to get a copy of the broadcast title they would almost 
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certainly have taken some other. It is, therefore, possible that the effect of 
such broadcasts is merely to widen the reading experience of those who are 
already well acquainted with books. The additional reading of, say, The Last 
Chronicle of Barset on the occasion of the radio play amounted to several 
thousand copies of the book bought or borrowed. But the broadcasts were 
heard by millions, many of whom would not yet have discovered, or 
perhaps were as yet unable to enjoy, the delights of reading. Was there, one 
wonders, any inclination on their part to try the book for themselves? 

It is known from experimental work that whereas the reading of books 
decreases with declining cultural or educational level, listening to the radio 
tends if anything to increase at the lower educational levels. The people who 
read very little or not at all listen to radio programmes a good deal and they 
usually prefer the spoken word to the written for their source of news and 
enjoyment, probably because it is easier and quicker for them to take it in 
that way. Better educated people can read twice as quickly as they can speak 
and for many reasons they usually prefer the written to the spoken source. 
But during the course of the B.B.C. enquiry it was found that a number of 
people whose educational background was obviously limited had tried to 
follow the broadcast readings with the book in front of them as it helped 
them to discern the meaning in the words. Thus there may be a slight but 
persistent tendency for listening to lead on to reading. Once the listener has 
the necessary technical facility, the stimulus of hearing literary works read 
or acted does, at least in some cases, lead him to explore the depth and 
fullness of treatment which only the written word can sustain. 

Some critics have been disappointed because they cannot find any evidence 
of this process happening on a vast scale. While any change of thought or 
habit may appear to the subject as a sudden event, it is usually the result of a 
gradual process of enlightenment. The cultural influence of broadcasting 
would seem to operate similarly through the building up of tiny accretions 
of new ideas and experiences which the listener comes to accept in so far as he 
trusts their source, rather than through a sequence of violent convulsions. 
Thus, although there is very little evidence to support the contention, it may 
well be that the daily access to plays, music, stories and intellectual argument 
which radio offers to the bulk of the population is helping to produce a 
better-informed and also a better-read public. At least we can say that the 
growth of listening to the radio does not have to account for a decline in 
reading or other cultural activities. 

Apart from the general cultural influences of broadcast programmes as a 
whole which may stimulate and suggest further reading, there are a number 
of regular programmes directly linked with books. In the home programmes 
there are three or four weekly series of talks and discussions about new books. 
Reviews of books are included in both the sound and television ‘Children’s 
Hour’ and in a weekly series for the under-twenties. In the Third Programme 
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six or seven talks a month are devoted to long reviews of single books. Then 
there are daily readings from suitable novels in “Woman’s Hour’ and at 
bedtime in the Light Programme. And at least two serial plays adapted 
from novels are running every week. 

If one looks at what bro: dcasting actually has to offer it is hard to believe 
that, except for the listener’s time which it occupies, it can compete with 
all that a book service can provide. Radio and television enable the ordinary 
person to hear and witness many important events which otherwise he 
could only learn about at second-hand; they introduce him to distinguished 
and knowledgeable people, but because of the limitations of the aural 
medium such speakers can do little more than outline their subject and try 
to stimulate the listener to explore it for himself. The broadcasting of plays, 
music and comedy does not seem to diminish the attendances at original 
performances, though it may alter the standards of the people who attend; 
the old music-hall jokes and situations may have become stale and 
outmoded; amateur performances of plays which were once applauded may 
now be received more critically; and concert audiences may be more 
discriminating. Only in broadcast readings from stories and novels and 
dramatised serials are there programmes which might be considered direct 
competitors to the printed word. And it is just in this direction that the 
B.B.C. enquiry has shown a marked tendency for radio to encourage rather 
than compete with reading. 


Mr. Joseph amit yman is Further Education Liaison Officer of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation, and was formerly research officer in the B.B.C.’s Further Education Experiment, 
1948-51, engaged on enquiries into the intelligibility and educational effects of broadcast talks. 
During the war he pr ~ ced educational broadcasts for the Army, and he has broadcast regularly 
in the B.B.C.’s overseas programmes. He is the author of Out of Step (Methuen, 1951), a study 
of -» tena y- 





NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERVICES 
Their Creation and Operation. Knud Larsen. Unesco (Paris), 400 fr.; 8s.6d.; $1-50. 
(Unesco Bibliographical Handbooks) 


The purpose of this manual, written by the librarian of the School of Commerce, 
Copenhagen, and inspired by the International Advisory Committee on Biblio- 
graphy, is to stimulate the production of national bibliographies in countries that 
lack them, as the essential basis for international bibliographical co-operation. 
Greatest emphasis is placed on the need to record new books both comprehensively, 
as in the British National Bibliography, and selectively, as in British Book News. 
Problems of scope, arrangement, procurement, production, distribution and finance 
are clearly and conscientiously examined, and useful suggestions for smaller countries 
unable to indulge in elaborate bibliographies are offered. The treatment of historical 
(retrospective) national bibliography is summary, but there are useful chapters on 
union catalogues, directories of libraries, serials, the book-trade and societies, 
information and interlending services, and the administration of national biblio- 
graphical centres. The handbook is an admirable blend of principles and practical 
advice, illustrated by concrete examples drawn from existing bibliographies. 
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IN THE BOOK LIST that follows the books chosen for review have been limited 
to those regarded by the selectors as sufficiently good of their kind to be worthy of 
recommendation. The list is compiled with the assistance of Aslib (incorporating the 
Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux and the British Society for 
International Bibliography), the British Council Medical Library, the British Drama 
League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political and Economic 
Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth National Library 
(Canberra, Australia), the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London), 
the Library Association, the National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand), 
the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, the Royal 
Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, the South 
African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of Dewey's 
Decimal Classification for libraries, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at 
the end of each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates 
Australia, C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no 
bookseller is available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 


periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council 
(which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary such enquiries 
will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, which is in 
consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in 
brackets. 


THE SIZE given in centimetres after the price of each book refers to the height. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and enquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 
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BOOK LIST No. 160 DECEMBER 1953 





GENERAL WORKS 


Archives 


LOCAL RECORDS. Their Nature and Care. Edited by Lilian J. Redstone 
and Francis W. Steer, for the Society of Local Archivists acting in conjunction 
with the County Councils Association and the Library Association. Bell, 25s. 
1953. 224 cm. 262 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Over thirty experts have contributed to this excellent handbook of archive practice, 

which will be complementary to Sir Hilary Jenkinson’s A Manual of Archive 

Administration (2nd edition, 1937). The particular emphasis is on local, as opposed 

to national, records and therefore the book should be of considerable value to those 

who are engaged in research in local history, to members of local government 
authorities, to administrative officers of such authorities and to owners of estate 
and family papers. The regular work of the English local archivist is described, 
including the important topic of the repair of documents, and the later chapters 
provide brief general descriptions of the main classes of records to be found in local 
record offices, followed by useful notes on co-operation between these offices and 
other bodies concerned with archives. An extensive bibliography adds to the value 
of the book. (025°171) 


Authorship 


THE WRITER’S TRADE. L. A. G. Strong. Methuen, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
160 pages. 
Having earned distinction as novelist, short-story writer and reviewer, and had 
extensive experience in films, radio, publishing and lecturing, Mr. Strong has written 
(at the request of the Society of Authors) a handbook for aspiring writers which 
is far more useful than such books generally are. No matter what kind of work 
they are trying to produce and afterwards to sell, from articles and short stories to 
scripts for radio or films, most writers will find here practical guidance of value 
to them, with the warning that hard work and sincerity are essential to any real 
success. (029-6) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


SOME MAIN PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY. George Edward Moore. 
Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 396 pages. Index. (Muirhead Library of 
Philosophy) 

These lectures, originally delivered in 1910, examine the view that the task of 

philosophy is essentially ‘to give a general description of the whole universe’. The 

technique is analytical and the tendency is in favour of ‘commonsense’ conclusions 
rather than abstruse system-building. This characteristic more than compensates 
for the dated nature of some, though by no means all, of the material. An appendix 
rectifies earlier errors though even these, as usual with the author, are stimulating. 
In all, the lectures largely explain why Professor Moore’s younger contemporaries 
discuss the problems they do. (104) 
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THE ORIGIN OF INTELLIGENCE IN THE CHILD. Jean Piaget. 
Translated from the French by Margaret Cook. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25. 
1953. 22 cm. 436 pages. Index. (International Library of Psychology, Philosophy 
and Scientific Method) 

A translation from the second French edition of La Naissance de I’ Intelligence chez 

l’Enfant, which first appeared in 1936, and in which Professor Piaget of the University 

of Geneva pursues a detailed study of the formation of the sensorimotor schemata 
and the mechanism of mental assimilation. Quoting many observations and examples 
from his own researches among young children, he stresses the importance of 
perceptual activity, and seeks to show that mental faculties develop through being 
used. His theory that impressions received lead the intelligence to grasp more 
involved concepts in an upward spiral is applied to the sucking reflexes of the infant 
as well as to the higher forms of creative intelligence. (136-7) 


BELIEF AND ACTION. An Everyday Philosophy. Viscount Samuel. 
Revised edition. Pan Books, 2s. 1953. 18 cm. 192 pages. References. Index. Paper 
bound. 

Written in 1937 and now revised, this book is the fruit of a lifetime of sober 

reflection. It covers an immense range of subjects. The author writes with the simple 

sagacity that distinguishes all his utterances. Most works on the ‘confusion of our 
times’ sound a note of hysteria; the argument of Belief and Action moves quietly 
and steadily towards conclusions that deserve to be pondered with the same measured 
gravity. There is no way out, it is stressed, save by Reason; but Reason presupposes 
a kind of faith—faith, namely, in the ultimate rationality of existence. (192) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


GREAT DRAMAS AND POEMS FROM THE BIBLE. Selected by 
Charles Lloyd-Jones. MacGibbon & Kee, 10s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 208 pages. 16 plates. 


In the introduction to this anthology, which contains the favourite readings of the 
editor from the Old and New Testaments, it is suggested that the size and traditional 
form of the Bible often prove discouraging to the reader and that by singling out its 
dramas and poems, rearranging the paragraphs, eliminating numbered verses and 
setting out the poems as poems, there is hope that the Bible may be increasingly 
enjoyed as great literature. Throughout, the text of the Authorised Version is 
followed and the book, which is handsomely produced, includes excellent repro- 
ductions of celebrated paintings. (220) 


MERCY AND SACRIFICE. A Study of the Book of Hosea. Norman 
Snaith. S.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 126 pages. Indexes. 


This volume has an importance out of all proportion to its size. It is written in a 
racy style and constitutes an admirable introduction for the non-specialist to the 
book of Hosea. While the author deals with the main difficulties arising out of its 
literary composition, he is more concerned to bring out its permanent religious 
significance. Taking as his theme the key words ‘I desire mercy not sacrifice’, he 
examines the meaning of both conceptions and by so doing enables us to understand 
not only the book of Hosea but the distinctive elements in Hebrew religion. 
(224°6) 
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NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN. An Exegetical Enquiry into the ‘Catholic’ 
and ‘Protestant’ Dualism. Jean-Louis Leuba. Translated from the French by 
Harold Knight. Lutterworth Press, 17s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 163 pages. Notes. 
(Lutterworth Studies in Church and Bible) 

The author, who is a pastor of the French Reformed Church, examines, in the light 

of the New Testament witness to Christ, the Apostles and the Church, the doctrinal 

opposition between the Catholic emphasis upon the institutional character of the 

Church and its traditional forms, and the Protestant emphasis on the personal and 

dynamic. He contends that these seemingly contradictory approaches are comple- 

mentary and should be regarded as strands of a single pattern. This scholarly volume, 
well translated from the French, is a timely contribution and merits careful study. 
(225°6) 

A NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY FOR ENGLISH 
READERS. Vol. I. The Gospels. Ronald A. Knox. Burns Oates, 18s. 1953. 
22 cm. 292 pages. Index. 

This volume is the first instalment of a commentary on the New Testament, and its 

arresting quality is such as to whet our appetite for what is still to come. Monsignor 

Knox is aware of the intricate textual, historical and literary problems presented 

by the Four Gospels. His aim, however, is to deal with the difficulties that occur 

to the average reader and in this respect he achieves a notable success. While greater 

weight is attached to the evidence of tradition than some scholars would allow, a 

courageous attempt is made to enable the Gospels to speak for themselves. (225-7) 


CHRISTENDOM ATTACKED. A Comparison of Kierkegaard and 
Nietzsche. Conrad Bonifazi. Rockliff, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 208 pages. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author appraises the contribution of Nietzsche and Kierkegaard to contemporary 

beliefs about the cosmos, revealing many hitherto undeveloped affinities. Both 

attacked received theological and philosophical opinion on the nature of the universe 
and the relationship between God and man, Kierkegaard by emphasising the value 
of the individual in the cosmic order, which was for him Christian, and Nietzsche 
by liberating that order from dependence on God and the swaddling morality 
of religion. The study is toth timely and valuable, but made difficult to read by the 
complexity of the argument and excessive, and obviously in this author’s case, 
largely unnecessary quotation from other works. (230) 


LIFE IS COMMITMENT. J. H. Oldham. S.C.M. Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 
140 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 
In chapters devoted to the nature of man, God, Christ, the Church and the world, 
the author interprets the claim of the Christian religion to bring us to an act of 
commitment in which human experience as a whole is seen in a new light. He has 
in view two classes of readers—those who do not hold any form of Christian belief 
but are open to be convinced of its truth and those who would like to be Christians 
if their difficulties could be honestly surmounted. The discussion reaches a high 
level of excellence and may be warmly commended. (230) 


THE TRINITY IN CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY. Claude Welch. 
S.C.M. Press, 18s. 19$3. 224 cm. 327 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

A scholarly and well-documented volume, which provides a valuable survey of 

the development of thought about the doctrine of the Trinity from the nineteenth 
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century to the present day. After an assessment of the doctrine in the last century, 
the author examines in detail those contemporary interpretations in which nineteenth 
century patterns survive and then those which result from a rediscovery of the 
significance of the divine revelation to which the Bible and the Church bear witness. 
The final section contains a suggestive reconstruction of the doctrine with special 
reference to its significance for theology, worship and philosophy. (231°3) 


THE APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION IN THE FIRST TWO 
CENTURIES OF THE CHURCH. Arnold Ehrhardt. Lutterworth Press, 
16s. 1953. 22 cm. 168 pages. Indexes. 

In this careful and discerning survey, Dr. Ehrhardt traces the rise of the idea of the 

Apostolic succession of bishops in the light of the evidence of the New Testament 

and the writings of the early Fathers. His view is that the conception of the priestly 

succession in the Church of the high-priesthood of the Old Testament is earlier 
than any idea of apostolic succession but that in the second century it was combined 
with the demand for the maintenance of authentic doctrine. While some of the 
interpretations advanced are open to question, the argument is ably stated and well 
sustained. (262-1) 


TERTULLIAN’S TRACT ON THE PRAYER (Q. Septimii Florentis 
Tertulliani de Oratione Liber). The Latin text with critical notes, an English 
translation, an introduction, and explanatory observations by Ernest Evans. 
S.P.C.K., 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 90 pages. Notes. Indexes. 

This tract on prayer was written probably in the early years of the third century 

and, although brief, deals with the Lord’s Prayer (hence, in the first instance, the 

reference in the title: ‘On the Prayer’), prayer in general, public and private prayers 
and the Eucharistic prayer of consecration. We are thus given not only an insight 
into the mind of Tertullian but a vivid picture of the thought and practice of the 

North African Church. There is a stimulating introduction to this erudite edition. 

(264°1) 

THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY. Maurice Goguel. Translated from the 
French by H. C. Snape. Allen & Unwin, 42s. 1953. 22 cm. $79 pages. Biblio- 
graphies. Index. 

This massive and important volume, by a distinguished French scholar, traces the 

history of Christianity from the Resurrection, when a new faith was born, through 

the variety of forms which were gradually woven into one system of doctrine. The 
process of assimilation, it is argued, was completed by the end of the second century 
in the primitive catholicism of Irenaeus and Tertullian. In the treatment of his theme, 
the author considers (1) the creation of a new object of devotion, (2) the failure of 

Christianity to develop in the framework of Judaism, (3) the development within 

Hellenism, (4) the stabilisation of Christianity and the formation of doctrine, (5) the 

reactions provoked by the preaching of the Gospel. While there can be no question 

that we have here a singularly erudite and acute discussion, some of the positions 

maintained will be vigorously challenged. (270-1) 


AN HUMBLE SUPPLICATION TO HER MaAIESTIE. Robert 
Southwell. Edited by R. C. Bald. Cambridge University Press, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 
104 pages. Notes. 


The proclamation of Queen Elizabeth I in 1591 following upon a series of enactments 
against Catholics created factions within Catholicism and embittered the conflict 
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between Protestants and Catholics. It was left to Robert Southwell, the poet, to 
compose an appeal that was eloquent of deep religious convictions and a genuine 
if measured loyalty to the throne. The editor of this attractive edition of the 
Supplication has provided textual notes and a learned yet lucid introduction in 
which the historical background is surveyed and consideration given to some of 
the complex issues raised by the appeal. (274°2) 


CATHOLICISM AND THE WORLD TODAY. Dom Aelred Graham. 
Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1953. 204 cm. 250 pages. Index. 
An attempt is here made to examine the bearing of Catholicism on Western 
civilisation and to explore those regions of thought where the one impinges upon 
the other. The author has in mind Catholics who seek light on the relation of their 
faith to the modern world and non-Catholics who are prepared to consider Catholic 
claims. Contemporary problems such as freedom and authority, faith and reason, 
communism, the prospect of a rapprochement between the Churches are discussed 
with candour, lucidity and charity. The aim is to elucidate Catholic teaching rather 
than to defend, in polemical fashion, its validity. (282) 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO-DAY. Cyril Garbett. Hodder & 
Stoughton, 3s.6d. 1953. 184 cm. 128 pages. Paper bound. 

This book contains episcopal charges delivered by the Archbishop of York at seven 

different centres to clergy and churchwardens. He gives vigorous expression to his 

own convictions, based upon wide experience and mature wisdom, about such 

questions as the function of the Church in national life, teaching and preaching, 

worship, the defence of Christian marriage, peace and war. In spite of a depleted 

membership, it is confidently affirmed that the influence of the Church of England 

will grow in power if it will strengthen its fellowship and be loyal to its rich heritage. 

(283) 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology 

COMMUNITY AND ENVIRONMENT. A Discourse on Social Ecology. 
E. A. Gutkind. Watts, 12s.6d. 1953. 25 cm. 96 pages. 


Dr. Gutkind, author of Revolution of Environment and Creative Demobilisation, 
regards the all-powerful State as a menace to true freedom. In this new sociological 
work he urges the need for the creation of small communities with Pomme, 
power. Only by the existence of such communities in a stateless world, he feels, 
can sterile specialisation and conformity be avoided, and citizens be free to give 
play to their human and social aspirations. In a foreword Dr. Martin Buber commends 
the book as offering ‘the help of architecture in the renaissance of communion 
between men’. (301) 


THE SCIENCE OF SOCIETY. An Introduction to Sociology. Jay Rumney 
and Joseph Maier. 2nd edition. Duckworth, 9s. 1953. 19 cm. 208 pages. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (Social Science Studies) 

This is a revised and much enlarged version of the edition of 1938, which was 

welcomed by a wide public. The authors, who are members of the Department of 

Sociology, Rutgers University (the State University of New Jersey), give the 

beginner a general idea of what sociology is, and provide him with an insight into 

some of its main problems, particularly those of environment, race, institutions, 

property, the state, the family and the class. (301) 
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PRINCIPIA POLITICA. A Study of Communal Psychology. Leonard Woolf. 
Hogarth Press, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 320 pages. Indexes. 
Many authors have tried to explain the communal psychology and standards of 
values of the totalitarian state of our generation. But only Leonard Woolf, probably, 
could write with such precision and irony that readers not tempted by the subject, 
once they open the book, will find themselves so beguiled by the style that they 
will not miss a word. To those who have read the first two volumes of After the 
Deluge it is only necessary to say that this is volume three to ensure their interest. 
In this third volume the author has cast the book in the form of political auto- 
biography; it is the work of a generous, original and mature mind. (301-1) 


THE CHINESE OF SARAWAK. A Study of Social Structure. Ju-K’ ang 
lien. Department of Anthropology, The London School of Economics and Political 
Science, 188. 1953. 25 cm. 97 pages. 3 maps. 23 tables. Mimeographed. Paper 
bound. (London School of Economics Monographs on Social Anthropology) 

Problems arising from the ten million overseas Chinese in their relations to both 

their homeland and the countries in which they have settled are pressing today; 

hence the importance of this unique field study, carried out in 1948-49 by a British- 
trained Chinese anthropologist, of the Chinese in Sarawak on the island of Borneo. 

Dr. T’ien’s investigations were focussed on the role of ‘associations’, and he shows 

both the vital part played by these often misunderstood institutions in incorporating 

the individual migrant into the economy, and the way in which they have developed 
from and maintained the traditions of mutual aid within clan and dialect groupings 
in China itself. (301°45) 


EMPIRE AND COMMONWEALTH YEAR BOOK, 1953-54. Edited 
by R. S. Russell. Newman Neame for the Empire Economic Union, 45s. 1953. 
22 cm. 480 pages. Index. 

Separate information is provided about each single territory comprising the 

Commonwealth, under headings covering constitutional, social, and economic 

data. The presentation is strictly factual and statistical, without comment. One-third 

of the work gives detailed tables, by commodities, of about 100 raw materials, 
showing production, the distribution of trade, and Imperial preferences. Some 
other useful data include lists of Commonwealth organisations, of Commonwealth 
representation in London, of Imperial Conferences, of airmail postage rates, and 
comparative times. A very full and useful desk-book. (305) 


Demography 
DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF THE BRITISH COLONIAL 
EMPIRE. Vol. Ill. West Indian and American Territories. R. R. Kuczynski. 
Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 70s. 1953. 
25$ cm. $10 pages. 173 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This third volume of the late Dr. Kuczynski’s monumental Demographic Survey has 
been edited by his daughter. Though it was prepared before the results of the 1946 
West Indian census became available, the author had previously visited the West 
Indies to advise on that census. Its results, now published, have therefore been 
incorporated by the editor, who has in general brought the tables up to 1948. The 
area covered includes all the West Indian Islands, Bermuda, British Honduras, 
and British Guiana, and also the Falkland Islands, St. Helena, Ascension, and Tristan 
da Cunha. (312°0942) 
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Political Science 
THE UPROOTED. From the Old World to the New. Oscar Handlin. Watts, 


1§s. 1953. 20$ cm. 310 pages. Sources. 


The long periods of poverty and famine in the nineteenth century resulted in a 
mass movement of peasants from Europe to the U.S.A. This book breaks new ground 
in describing the physical and spiritual trials which beset the unfortunate immigrant 
from the exhaustion of the first long trek across Europe, through the unspeakable 
discomfort of the steerage voyage, to the less violent but more prolonged misery 
of assimilation into a foreign culture. It describes the occupations the immigrants 
found, the national and religious groups they formed and the terrors of exploitation 
which they faced in circumstances which were entirely alien to their upbringing 
ind beliefs. The author is Associate Professor of History, Harvard University, U.S.A. 


(325°24) 


DOCUMENTS AND SPEECHES ON BRITISH COMMON- 
WEALTH AFFAIRS, 1931-1952. Nicholas Mansergh. 2 vols. Oxford 
University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 84s. 1953. 24 cm. 
1,366 pages. Index. 

This tremendous collection continues from where the late Professor A. Berriedale 

Keith’s Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions 1918-1931 leaves off. It 

brings together all the more important documents and speeches of the period. 

[hese are grouped under headings, which themselves serve to highlight the major 

problems of policy, particularly on the world stage. There is little additional or 

editorial matter, the task of Professor Mansergh being confined to selection and 
arrangement. This, in so vast a field, is of paramount importance; significant material 
has been selected from a wide range of sources often scattered and difficult of access. 

These volumes will be of the greatest interest and value to all serious students of the 

major general problems of the Commonwealth today. (325°342) 


Economics 


THE POLITICAL ELEMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
ECONOMIC THEORY. Gunnar Myrdal. Translated from the German 
by Paul Streeten. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1953. 224 cm. 265 pages. Index. 
(International Library of Sociology and Social Reconstruction) 

The original Swedish edition of this work, based on lectures delivered in the 

University of Stockholm in 1928, is out of print, and no publishers’ stocks remain 

of the German edition (Das politische Element in der nationalékonomischen Doktrin- 

bildung) of which this is a translation; economists everywhere will therefore welcome 
this English version of a work which has come to be regarded as a classic. Mr. 

Streeten, of Balliol College, Oxford, has contributed an appendix on “Recent 

Controversies’ in which he discusses the importance of Dr. Myrdal’s theories in 

relation to those of other modern economists. (330°1) 


WAGES, PRICES AND SOCIAL LEGISLATION IN THE SOVIET 
UNION. Lief Bj6rk. Translated from the Swedish by M. A. Michael. Dobson, 
18s. 1953. 224.cm. 200 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

The author has based this book mainly on Russian laws, trade union regulations 

and other material not available in English, and on information which he acquired 

on his visits to Moscow as interpreter of the delegation of the Swedish T.U.C. 
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(Landsorganisationen). His aim is to give an account, as up to date as possible, of the 
legal regulations affecting living and working conditions of wage-earners, and also 
of the responsibilities of the trade unions. The book gives a most illuminating 
picture of present conditions in Russia, and should be of interest to many besides 
students of politics and law. (3310047) 


FACTORY HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE ENCYCLO- 
PAEDIA. C. Conway Plumbe. National Trade Press, 30s. 1953. 22} cm. 
340 pages. 4 plates. 19 figures. 7 tables. Bibliography. 

With this useful encyclopaedia, which is designed for all those practically concerned 

with health and safety in factories, a former Superintending Inspector of Factories 

fills a gap in the literature of industrial hygiene. Here the factory acts, regulations, 
recommendations of voluntary organisations are summarised, and to them are added 
the author’s advice regarding the further amelioration of conditions and the 
prevention of accidents. Mr. Plumbe gives adequate references to government 
publications and provides generous cross-references which facilitate tracking down 
material in a volume crammed with information. Names and addresses of suppliers of 
safety appliances are given in an appendix. (331-82) 


COLONIAL MONETARY CONDITIONS. Ida Greaves for the Colonial 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1953. 25 cm. 100 pages. 16 charts. Paper bound. 
(Colonial Research Studies, No. 10) 


The subject of colonial currencies has been little discussed. This survey begins with 
a brief historical introduction on the development of colonial currencies, and a 
discussion of the various Currency Boards which control area currencies. Most 
of the study thereafter relates to the relations between the colonial banking systems 
and the local currency. This is a closely packed and highly technical study of a 
subject which deserves greater attention and consideration than it generally receives 
in works on colonial affairs. (332) 


TREES TO NEWS. A Chronicle of the Ontario Paper Company’s Origin 
and Development. Carl Wiegman. McClelland & Stewart (Toronto, Canada), 
$4°50. 1953. 234 cm. 378 pages. 12 plates. Endpaper maps. Index. 


In this history of the Chicago Tribune-owned Ontario Paper Company the author 
goes back to the formation of the Chicago Tribune and describes the important role 
of paper supply for the press and the work of. Robert R. McCormick and his 
associates who foresaw and solved the problem of supply. The development of new 
production methods is shown as going hand in hand with the development of the 
company. Also noted are the world affairs which influenced the supply and 
distribution of newsprint to American presses. Colonel McCormick’s colourful 
personality and the pioncer-like quality of the men who started the paper mill 
communities in Canada give this book a flavour of drama and adventure above its 
informative use. (338-47) 


Law 


CASES ON CRIMINAL LAW. Rupert Cross and P. Asterley Jones. 
and edition. Butterworth, 25s. 1953. 22 cm. 403 pages. Tables. Index. 


Since the first edition (1949), forty-three new cases have been included, extracts 
have been added from several judgments and notes have been brought up to date. 
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This work is intended to be a companion to the authors’ Introduction to Criminal 
Law, third edition (see below). 165 cases are included in twenty-six sections, covering 
the main branches of English criminal law. (343) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL LAW. Rupert Cross and 
P. Asterley Jones. 3rd edition. Butterworth, 27s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 464 pages. Tables. 
Index. 

This is an enlargement as well as a revision of the second edition (1949) of this 

standard textbook. In addition to covering new statutes such as the Magistrates’ 

Courts Act, 1952, a large number of court decisions such as those interpreting the 

Criminal Justice Act, 1948, have been included. The book is in four parts, Part I 

on the nature, Part II on the machinery, and Part III on the content of the criminal 

law. Part IV, in two chapters, deals with evidence in criminal cases. Of the authors, 

Mr. Cross is a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, and both are solicitors. (343) 


FAIR TRIAL. Fourteen Who Stood Accused from Anne Hutchinson to Alger 
Hiss. Richard B. Morris. Macdonald, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 392 pages. Bibliographical 
notes. 


The author, who is Professor of American History in Columbia University, has 
made an exhaustive study of the trial records of fourteen notable American criminal 
cases over the last three centuries to show that the right to a fair trial is a keystone 
of the American system of personal liberties. He has supplemented this by interviews 
with participants in recent cases, where possible. In six cases juries acquitted the 
defendant, and in the others the accused was convicted. Not the least interesting 
is the last case, relating to the trial of Alger Hiss, about which Professor Morris 
thinks the entire truth may never be uncovered. There are extensive bibliographical 
notes. (343°1) 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 1949-1953. 
Report. H.M. Stationery Office, 12s.6d. 1953. 244m. $16 pages. Tables. Index. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper 8932) 

The Royal Commission was appointed in 1949 to consider whether liability under 

criminal law in Great Britain to suffer capital punishment for murder should be 

limited or modified. The Report, in 790 paragraphs, summarises their conclusions 
in four parts. Part I, deals with the limitation or modification of the liability to suffer 

capital punishment; Part II, the alternative to capital punishment, and Part III, 

methods of execution, etc. Sixteen appendices contain a mass of supplementary 

information. A main conclusion is that ‘in this country a stage has been reached 
where little more can be done effectively to limit the liability to suffer the death 
penalty, and the issue is now whether capital punishment should be retained or 
abolished’. There are a great many detailed recommendations. (343°2) 


INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH LAW. Philip S. James. 2nd edition. 
Butterworth, 15s. 1953. 21}cm. 474 pages. Tables. Index. 


This work, first published in 1950, has now been revised and brought up to date. 
It is a most useful guide, both for students beginning the study of law in this country 
and also for those readers overseas, whether lawyers or not, who wish to obtain 
a general view of English law as a whole. Part I, introductory, includes general 
chapters on the nature and sources of law and its administration and capacity. 
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Part II, on public law, covers constitutional and criminal law and social legisla- 
tion. Part III, on contract, deals with contracts, torts, law of property, trusts, and the 
law of succession. The author of this excellent introduction is Professor of English 
Law in the University of Leeds. (347) 


Social Welfare: Criminology 
SMUGGLERS’ PARADISE. Antony Were. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 210 pages. 

This is in the nature of a true detective story, the quest being the modern smuggler. 
Investigation took the author to France, to Cornwall, through Spain to Tangier, 
where some of his most exciting experiences happened. His sympathies were enlisted 
by the most characterful of the breed, and he was soon in the throes of a violent 
love-affair with one of their number. He writes with the tension and colour natural 
to the subject. (364°13) 


Education 
TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS OF SCOTTISH EDUCA- 
TION, 1696-1946. H. M. Knox. Oliver & Boyd, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 266 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 
An account by the Professor of Education in The Queen’s University, Belfast (who 
was born and educated in Edinburgh and who prepared the present work when 
on the staff of the University of St. Andrews) of the development of the Scottish 
educational system up to the passing of the comprehensive Education Act of 1946. 
The opening chapter deals with education in the eighteenth century, followed by 
two on elementary and higher education in the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Developments in the middle and latter part of the century are recorded in more 
detail, and the book concludes with four chapters on the twentieth century. The 
select bibliography records compilations on various aspects of the subject, official 
reports, works of reference, comparative studies, and works on administration. 
(370-941) 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL. Part IL. 
Planning the Programme. Prepared by the Ministry of Education and the Central 
Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 1953. Obl.21 cm. 72 pages. 
20 plates. Diagrams. Index. (Ministry of Education Pamphlet, No. 25) 


This pamphlet, on the planning of physical education in primary schools, is intended 
to be read in conjunction with Part I, Moving and Growing. Together, they replace 
the Syllabus of Physical Training for Schools which was issued by the Board of 
Education in 1933. Chapters are included on games, dancing, and swimming in 
addition to those on the planning and carrying out of the physical education 
programme, and the observation of movement. The index covers Parts I and II. 

(371°73) 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR INFANTS. Ivy Munden. University of 
London Press, 6s.6d. 1953. 19} cm. 90 pages. 32 plates. Tables. Index. (London 
Physical Education) 

The first volume in a new series, this book by the Organiser of Physical Education 

to the Walsall Education Committee offers sound advice and practical help based 

on wide experience as teacher, lecturer and organiser. As she points out, ‘a mid-way 
course has been steered between the extremes of thought which advocate that 
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physical education for infants should consist of nothing other than free play and 
that which would have infants’ physical education entirely formal and directed. 
Conditions in schools vary so much that it is necessary to consider both principles 
and to select from them those qualities which will best fit the circumstances’. There 
are separate chapters dealing with the nursery-school child, five-, six- and seven- 
year-olds, and games training. The photographs add considerably to the pees of 
the book in illustrating some of the activities described in the text. (371°73) 


THE DEAF AND THEIR PROBLEMS. A Study in Special Education. 
Kenneth W. Hodgson. Watts, 21s. 1953. 22} cm. 384 pages. Diagrams. Index. 
This study, to which Sir Richard Paget contributes a preface, will prove absorbing 
reading for those interested or working in the social and educational fields. After 
discussing the mechanism of hearing and the causes and assessment of deafness, 
Mr. Hodg gson traces the hikers of the education of the deaf in Europe from the 
sixteenth century, and later in America and elsewhere. He quotes from the works 
of the great early teachers, discusses the merits of the rival schools supporting the 
oral or silent methods, and concludes with a survey of twentieth century problems 
and progress. (371°912) 


TEACHING RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE. A Book of Method for 
Teachers. Bernard R. Youngman. University of London Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 
194 cm. 238 pages. 16 plates (including facsimiles). Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The Headmaster of a secondary modern school, who has also taught in primary 
schools and has held the post of Senior Lecturer in a men’s training college, offers 
in an informal manner his views on successful methods of teaching ‘religious 
knowledge. After examining the needs and opportunities of the schools today, he 
devotes the main part of his book to describing all the various teaching methods 
and devices which can be used, such as plays, mime, tableaux, puppetry, debates, 
brains trusts, visits and school journeys, projects and centres of interest, films, film- 
strips, models, library resources, broadcasting and television. Provided that the 
teacher does not become too engrossed with methods and keeps their ultimate 
purpose clearly in mind, this book can offer many useful suggestions. The final 
section includes particulars of sources of information and guides to further study. 

(375°2) 


Commerce 
THE DIRECTORY OF DIRECTORS, 1953. 74th yearly issue. Thomas 
Skinner, 45s. 1953. 25 cm. 826 pages. 

A list of the directors of all the principal companies in the United Kingdom, and of 
a large number of private companies, with the names of the companies in which 
they are concerned and of their other business connections. Each year sees many 
changes in names of directors and companies, and so once again the current issue is 
larger than its predecessor. The directory is arranged in one alphabetical sequence 
under names of directors. (38058) 


Transportation 

RAILWAY ADVENTURE. L. T. C. Rolt. Constable, 21s. 1953. 22 cm. 
190 pages. 22 illustrations. Headpiece drawings by James Boswell. Map. 

Railway books multiply, but this one will continue to be unique. It tells of an 

adventure that could only happen once, for the author and a handful of fellow 
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enthusiasts found a little railway in Merioneth, Wales, seven miles long, gauge of 
two foot three inches, with one eighty-year-old tank-engine, which it was just 
possible to work after repair. The line was in danger of abandonment, but Mr. Rolt 
and his friends saved it, to the delight of thousands of holiday-makers, and to the 
benefit of local people. The story is very well told, and it is full of excitement of 
exactly the kind to appeal to the sophisticated railway-lover. The Talyllan Railway 
is in part Mr. Rolt’s memorial. (385:1) 


Women 


THE SECOND SEX. Simone de Beauvoir. Translated from the French by 
H. M. Parshley. Cape, sos. 1953. 23 cm. 702 pages. 


‘Love is of man’s life a thing apart, "Tis woman’s whole existence’ said Byron. 
Mlle. de Beauvoir, the colleague of Sartre, may substitute existentialism for his last 
word, but the general effect is much the same—687 pages of immense erudition 
are devoted to considering female human beings in their sexual and emotional 
development, relationships and frustrations, as illustrated by biological, historical, 
literary, psycho-analytical, and mythological studies. There is one short chapter on 
The Job and The Vote, and another on The Independent Woman; both are based 
on conditions in France. The style stems from Colette, Havelock Ellis and Esther 
Harding. The author seems unaware of Ruth Benedict’s anthropological studies. 


(396) 


Gypsies 

AS GYPSIES WANDER. Being an Account of Life with the Gypsies in 
England, Provence, Spain, Turkey and North Africa. Juliette de Bairacli Levy. 
Faber, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 300 pages. 25 photographs. 


As a herbalist, a lover of the open air, and a rebel against the restrictions of life today, 
the author is a whole-hearted admirer of the gypsies whose experiences she has 
shared in England and abroad. In addition she has the ability to inspire her readers 
with much of her own enthusiasm, and to infuse a fine romantic glow into her 
theme. The modern welfare state has no place for the gypsy, and it is not very likely 
that many others in the future will have the same opportunities for getting to know 
their outlook and their customs. (397) 


LINGUISTICS 


THESAURUS OF ENGLISH WORDS AND PHRASES. Classified 
and Arranged so as to Facilitate the Expression of Ideas and to Assist in Literary 
Composition. Peter Mark Roget. Abridged edition, with additions, by John 
Lewis Roget and Samuel Romilly Roget. Penguin Books, $s. 1953. 18 cm. 605 
pages. Paper bound. (Penguin Reference Books) 


This famous storehouse of synonym and antonym, classified according to the ideas 
expressed, makes a welcome reappearance in a cheap, clearly printed and handy 
form. A substantial index of words directs the reader to the main body of the work, 
where the original scheme of classification is retained with only very minor 
alterations. Even the most practised writer cannot afford to be without a tool with 
such potentialities for extending his command of language. (424) 
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THE STRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT OF RUSSIAN. W. K. 
Matthews. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1953. 224. cm. 236 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Russian writing is presented in this study from the philological and the literary 

points of view. In the first part a synchronic description of Russian (sounds, words, 

sentence) introduces the student to the structure of the language. A chapter of twenty 
pages deals with the dialects. The second part treats the development of the language, 
emphasising the main changes which took place in various periods, up to the post- 
revolutionary time, in phonetics, morphology, vocabulary, syntax and literary 
styles. The third part contains an illustrative selection of short passages (with English 
translations) from various periods of Russian writing. The classified bibliography 
and the index are useful to the student, who will find stimulating reading in this 
concise introduction to Russian. The author is Professor of Russian in the University 
of London. (491-7) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 


IDEAL THEORY. D. G. Northcott. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 
21cm. 120 pages. Notes. References. Index. 


This tract considers contemporary developments in the theory of those special 
subsets of mathematical rings known as ideals. The author, who is Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Sheffield, gives, in a limited space, a connected 
account of the algebraic theory, incorporating results of special importance in the 
geometrical applications; an outline of the historical development is given in 
the Notes. A standard in mathematics of a good Honours degree is assumed. 
(512-89) 
Physics 
INTRODUCTION TO TENSORS, SPINORS, AND RELATI- 
VISTIC WAVE-EQUATIONS (Relation Structure). E. M. Corson. 
Blackie, $s. 1953. 26} cm. 234 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A close and detailed study by an Adjunct Professor in Theoretical Physics, New 
York University, of the basic requirements imposed by elementary space-time 
properties on any field theory. The first part summarises tensor analysis and extends 
it to spinor analysis, with emphasis on its use as a tool in theoretical physics. The 
second part deals with physical principles—firstly, the canonical treatment of field- 
theoretical concepts, and, secondly, treatment of the wave-equations for particles 
of arbitrary spin and rest-mass by tensor-spinor and then by matrix-algebraic 
methods. These treatments blend to give the conditions imposed by various theories 
on the wave-fields, and, inter alia, a connection between spin and statistics. Though 
for the highly specialised reader only, this book is likely to be a classic within its field. 
(530°1) 
Chemistry 


DIPOLE MOMENTS. Their Measurement and Application in Chemistry. 
R. J. W. Le Févre. 3rd edition. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1953. 17 cm. 148 pages. 27 diagrams. 
Tables. References. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs on Physical Subjects) 


First published in 1938, this monograph has again been brought up to date. After 
an introductory chapter on dielectric polarisation in general, the author, now 
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Professor of Chemistry in the University of Sydney, describes for the ordinary 
research worker the methods of constructing apparatus and the details of procedure 
for determining dipole moments. The inte rpretation of results in terms of molecular 
structure or configuration form the subject of the final chapter. A table of preferred 
values for dipole moments is given in an appendix. (5418) 


Geology 
MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF LAND FORMS. A Contribution 
to Physical Geology. Walther Penck. Translated from the German by Hella 
Czech and Katherine Cumming Boswell. Macmillan, 42s. 1953. 224 cm. 444 pages. 
27 photographs. 21 diagrams. Glossaries. Notes. References. Index. 
Dr. Penck’s Die morphologische Analyse, published in 1924, has occupied a prominent 
place in geomorphological literature since it challenged generally held theories on 
the cycle of erosion. The author sought to establish a general theory linking erosional 
processes to crustal movement. Some of his theories have met with much criticism, 
but his book contains original ideas and research on several aspects such as the 
reduction of rock material, climatic regions and weathering and mass movements. 
The delay in the appearance of an English translation is largely due to the difficult 
German text and the problem of finding equivalents for Penck’s terms. The translators 
have deliberately aimed at a close literal version; as a result of their labours the work, 
frequently quoted but probably read in the original by few, is available to a wider 
circle of geologists and geographers. (551*4) 


Anthropology 

THE NANDI OF KENYA. Tribal Control in a Pastoral Society. G. W. B. 
Huntingford. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 18s. 1953. 22} cm. 182 pages. 3 plates. 
Diagrams. 6 maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The Nandi are a small Nilo-Hamitic tribe living on the borders of the Uasin Gishu 
plateau of Kenya. A fighting cattle people, they are largely employed on the 
extensive European farmlands which surround the reserve. This book, by one who 
has spent much of his active life among them, supplements the earlier classic The 
Nandi by Sir Claud Hollis, published in 1909, and deals particularly with tribal 
organisation, the division of land, and the complicated system of age groups in its 
relation to tribal organisation and warfare, law and religion. This is a simply 
written and valuable account, which should assist not only the specialist but all who 
have dealings with the peoples of Kenya. ($72°96762) 


Zoology 

BIRD-RINGING. The Art of Bird Study by Individual Marking. R. M. 
Lockley and Rosemary Russell. Crosby Lockwood, 9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 128 pages. 
17 photographs. 55 drawings, figures and maps. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Lockley is known for his pioneer work at Skokholm Island, which was one of 
the first bird observatories to be established in Great Britain. His co-author has 
experience in administering bird-"banding’ in America. The result is a book which 
must be possessed by all ornithologists who have yielded to the fascination of ringing. 
Early chapters trace the history of bird-marking and discuss its applications in field 
studies (especially in enabling individuals to be recognised by colour-ring combina- 
tions); then comes a detailed survey of all methods of catching birds alive, all 
carefully illustrated by diagrams. Appendices give a short selection of literature and 
list the British bird observatories. (598-2) 
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APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences Public Health 
AN APPROACH TO GENERAL PRACTICE. R. J. F. H. Pinsent. 


Livingstone, 12s. 1953. 224 cm. 174 pages. 


Dr. Pinsent, himself a practitioner in a large industrial city, with 3,000 patients in 
his care, provides for the young medical man about to embark upon general practice 
a most readable and stimulating guide to the problems he will encounter during 
the first few years on his own. It advises on the doctor’s surgery, office, documents, 
on other constituents of the health services, his relations with his colleagues, his own 
reactions, and the general problems relating to the psychology of patients, old and 
young, and the diagnosis and treatment of their illnesses. (610) 


A DICTIONARY OF MIDWIFERY AND PUBLIC HEALTH. 


G. B. Carter and Gladys H. Dodds. Faber, 25s. 1953. 22} cm. 686 pages. Line 
drawings by Patience Forman. 


[his is a successor, completely rewritten, to the Midwife’s Dictionary and Encyclopaedia 
(1939), and is now divided into a first part dealing with obstetrics and medicine, 
and a second dealing with administration and public health. Its scope is thus extended 
to assist, besides midwives, workers in social service and public health. Though the 
ilphabetical arrangement brings the work within the dictionary class, its full 
descriptions and notes on treatment, especially when dealing with gynaecological 
and obstetrical subjects, more justly place it among the vade-mecums. The public 
health section is also a mine of useful information regarding laws, regulations and 
organisations. (610°73) 


THE NURSING COUPLE. Merell P. Middlemore. Introduction by Edward 
Glover. Reprint. Cassell, 7s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 214 pages. Tables. References. 
Index. 

This small book, first published in 1941, presents a scientific study of suckling 

based on the author’s observation of mothers and infants in the lying-in wards of a 

general hospital. She focusses interest on the babies, describes their activities, analyses 

the emotional and physical reactions of infant to mother, and mother to infant, 

and the infant-nurse-mother relationship. For the intelligent mother, doctor and 

nurse, Dr. Middlemore provides an encouraging handbook in which she also 
suggests modified techniques to meet the needs of individual ‘nursing couples’. 


(610°736) 


THE CIVILIAN HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES. Vol. L The 
Ministry of Health Services; Other Civilian Health and Medical Services. Edited 
by Sir Arthur Salusbury MacNalty. H.M. Stationery Office, 45s. 1953. 25 cm. 
453 pages. Tables. References. Index. (History of the Second World War: United 
Kingdom Medical Series) 

Part 1 gives a detailed account of the state of the public health from 1939-45 and of 

the steps taken by the Ministry of Health, with the assistance of the voluntary 

services, to combat diseases, ensure adequate nutrition, develop the maternity, child 
welfare, and mental health services, and care for those in air-raid shelters, for evacuees, 
refugees, and the homeless. Part 2 provides a record of the work and achievements 
of the Ministries of Education, Labour and National Service, Supply and War 
Transport in caring for the health of school children, the workers, and the Merchant 
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Navy. References, which include the official circulars and memoranda of the 
government departments, are a most valuable feature of the volume. (614°0942) 


CLEAN CATERING. A Handbook on Premises, Equipment and Practices for 
the Promotion of Hygiene in Catering Establishments. Ministry of Food. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1953. 244 cm. 63 pages. 4 plates. 14 figures. Paper bound. 

This handbook gives practical advice to the caterer as to how he can serve safe food 

to his customers without expensive equipment or a knowledge of bacteriology. 

It makes recommendations as to the location, layout and construction of premises, 

their ventilation and lighting, and sets out principles for the purchase, installation 

and maintenance of equipment. But it stresses that the mental attitude of those who 
handle the food is the largest single factor in food hygiene, and outlines the practices 
by which, with the co-operation of his staff, the caterer can avoid outbreaks of food 
poisoning. (614°3) 


THE CONQUEST OF PLAGUE. A Study of the Evolution of Epidemiology. 
L. Fabian Hirst. Oxford University Press, 42s. 1953. 22cm. 494 pages. 6 plates. 
16 figures. 3 maps. References. Indexes. 

Dr. Hirst’s learned study, simply and vividly written, will interest not only research 

workers and those specialising in the public health and tropical fields, but also 

historians and laymen with a bent towards social history. It surveys man’s beliefs 
about plague from the ancient to the modern world and shows how through the 

centuries these have affected the cause of the war waged against the disease. After a 

foreword by Sir William MacArthur, the work gives detailed accounts of traditional 

conceptions of plague, of the relatively recent discoveries regarding the causative 
organism and method of transmission, the relation of the distribution of rat fleas 
to the epidemiology of bubonic plague and, finally, international and national 
control measures. Dr. Hirst, who has long specialised in the parasitology and 
prevention of plague and has read widely on its history, gives technical details in 
the appendices and concludes each part with references to historical and scientific 
studies. (614°4) 


BASIC PATHOLOGY AND MORBID HISTOLOGY. D. B. Cater. 
Wright (Bristol), 42s. 1953. 244m. 338 pages. 264 illustrations (20 coloured). 
References. Index. 


Although the University Demonstrator in Pathology, Cambridge, writes primarily 
for first year students of pathology, their seniors will appreciate the attractive 
presentation and the judicious choice of subject matter and references. A special 
feature of the text is that, to the student’s knowledge of physiology, it brings enough 
clinical medicine to make pathology intelligible and interesting. It deals with the 
reaction of the body to infection, diseases due to the breakdown of physiological 
mechanisms, and tumours. The very helpful illustrations consist of camera lucida 
drawings in colour, and black and white, and a series of diagrams designed to 
facilitate revision. (616) 


PATHOLOGY FOR STUDENTS OF DENTISTRY. George L. 
Montgomery. Livingstone, 37s.6d. 1953. 22}cm. 316 pages. 12 colour plates. 
133 figures. Index. 


Professor Montgomery, in an attractive textbook, gives the substance of the course 
in general pathology provided for students reading for the degree of Bachelor of 
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Dental Surgery in Glasgow University. His aim, very adequately fulfilled, is to 
maintain the balance of the curr iculum, to present principles thoroughly yet 
concisely, and to illustrate them where possible by dental and facio-maxillary 
examples. Bearing in mind later classes in general medicine and surgery, Professor 
Montgomery describes those conditions of the circulatory and respiratory systems, 
of blood and peptic ulceration which illustrate general principles of pathology and 
are important to dentists. (616) 


genta: OF PR oe BACTERIOLOGY. A Guide to 
Bacteriological Laboratory Work. T. J. Mackie and J. E. McCartney. oth edition. 
Livingstone, 25s. 1953. 22 cm. 685 aa Diagrams. Tables. References. Index. 
At three or four years’ intervals laboratory workers and students are reinforced in 
their practical work and studies by a new edition of this explicit textbook. 
describes essential techniques, the pathogenic and commensal micro-organisms, 
including the rickettsia, filterable viruses, pathogenic fungi and protozoa, and gives 
detailed instructions for their identification and the diagnosis of the diseases c aused 
by them. The text has again been thoroughly re vised to include new methods, 
advances in knowledge of organisms, and new bactericidal or bacteriostatic 
substances. (616-01) 


CLINICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY. Allan William Spence. Cassell, sos. 
1953. 24cm. 710 pages. 2 colour plates. 59 illustrations. References. Index. 
Dr. Spence, Physician, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London, provides for the 
physician and post-graduate student a reference book of clinical endocrinology 
which is up to date, comprehensive, well documented, gives the essentials of border- 
line subjects, and advises when conditions are more properly the concern of other 
specialists. He prefaces each section with an account of the actions of the relevant 
hormones, and introduces each disease with an historical note, discussion of its 
nomenclature, geographical distribution and incidence. The clinical features of 
diseases, their actiology, pathology, diagnosis, are clearly investigated and full 
details of treatment, including dosages, are given. (616-4) 


MANUAL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE FOR PRACTI- 
TIONERS AND STUDENTS. A. F. Tredgold and R. F. Tredgold. 
3rd edition. Bailliére, 25s. 1953. 23 cm. 340 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The revision of this readable and wise handbook for practitioners and textbook 

for students was the joint responsibility of father and son, both of University 

College Hospital, London, who have taken great care to incorporate the advances 

of the last cight years and also to retain the book’s essential character as a practical 

introduction to psychiatry. The major neuroses and psychoses, disorders due to 
toxins, infections, syphilis of the brain, head injury, physical disease, child-bearing, 
mental decay, mental and moral defect, are carefully analysed from the clinical 
standpoint, with emphasis on diagnosis and treatment. There are also chapters on 
legal relationships and social considerations. (616-89) 


CLINICAL DENTAL PROSTHETICS. H. R. 2 Fenn, K. P. Liddelow, 
A. P. Gimson. Staples Press, 50s. 1953. 224m. $32 pages. 350 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Primarily for undergraduates, this amply and clearly illustrated textbook by authors 

of high academic standing also covers the needs of practising dentists in treating all 

but exceptional cases. Unique in that it deals with both full and partial dentures, it 
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omits purely mechanical aspects and stresses the clinical side, explaining the reason 
for each operation. Each step in fitting is carefully and fully treated, from the surgical 
preparation of the mouth, impression and bite taking, setting up the teeth, ana- 
tomical articulation, and fitting, to the techniques and treatment applied to overcome 
discomfort and difficulties, the retention and support of partial dentures, their 
design and, finally, immediate dentures. (617°6) 


PICTORIAL INTRODUCTION TO NEUROLOGICAL 
SURGERY. G. F. Rowbotham and D. P. Hammersley. Livingstone, 21s. 1953. 
254m. 116 pages. 81 illustrations (1 in colour). Index. 

The authors describe very exactly for the surgeon the main techniques in surgery 

of the scalp, skull, brain and in the treatment of head injuries, as these are taught 

by Mr. Rowbotham in the Department of Neurological Surgery, University of 

Durham. The fine illustrations are grouped in sequences of simple steps, and are 

of such detail that each stage in an operation is clear. The style of drawing chosen 

is that best suited to bring out important features: thus pencil drawings illustrate 
positioning and towelling, while operative processes are in a half-tone technique, 
and pen-and-ink drawings are used for diagrams, apparatus and surface conditions. 

(617°9) 

A HANDBOOK ON DISEASES OF CHILDREN, including Dietetics 
and the Common Fevers. Bruce Williamson. 7th edition. Livingstone, 21s. 1953. 
19 cm. 479 pages. 103 illustrations (some coloured). Tables. Index. 

Dr. Williamson, Physician to the Children’s Department of a London hospital, 

compresses into a small, up-to-date handbook comprehensive, systematically 

arranged descriptions of disease in childhood, as well as chapters on the infectious 
diseases, infant welfare, dietetics, artificial feeding, and a formulary. The practitioner 
can rely on Dr. Williamson’s instructions for treatment, which are exactly and 
concisely given, and both he and the student will appreciate the clear layout of the 
text, which facilitates quick reference. (618-9) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
APPLIED THERMODYNAMICS. A. C. Walshaw. 2nd edition. Blackie, 
40S. 1953. 224 cm. 632 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The second edition of this advanced textbook is welcome and will prove useful to 
engineering students at Honours degree and corresponding levels. The treatment is 
sound and the author’s use of the mol in dealing with the gas-laws and with 
combustion is recommended. Part I of the book deals with general theory, Part 2 
with steam plant, Part 3 with internal combustion engines and Part 4 with refrigera- 
tion. Generations of students have stumbled over the distinctions between reversible 
and irreversible processes, equilibrium states and processes proceeding at a finite 
rate, but in Part 1 of this book the author explains these in a fashion far superior to 
that of most textbooks of thermodynamics. Worthy of special mention also is 
the new chapter devoted to gas turbines, in Part 3. The numerous examples and 
exercises add to the lucidity of this book. (621-01) 


—— Electrical 

MAGNETIC AMPLIFIERS. George M. Ettinger. Methuen, 6s.6d. 1953. 
173 cm. 96 pages. 48 figures. Table. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs 
on Physical Subjects) 

This monograph attempts, in a small space, to give a systematic account of existing 

knowledge of magnetic amplifiers and associated subjects. The result is a useful 
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work which will help the physicist or engineer to select the most suitable device 
for performing a given measuring or control function and will also provide the 
research worker with a basis on which to build further advances. The bibliography 
is extensive. (621-314) 


— Internal Combustion 
PETROLEUM AND PERFORMANCE IN INTERNAL- 
COMBUSTION ENGINEERING. E. M. Goodger. Butterworth, 32s.6d. 
1953. 224. cm. 308 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Written with careful consideration for the needs of the engineer who is concerned 
with the design or testing of internal combustion engines, yet does not aspire to be 
a fuel technologist, this book gives much collated information on the inter-relationship 
between fuel and performance. Descriptions of the various types of petroleum- 
based liquid fuels, of their production, their properties, and of methods of laboratory 
testing are given. The fundamental laws of thermodynamics, the principles and 
processes of combustion, and the application of these to various types of combustion 
motor, such as spark-ignition, compression-ignition, gas turbine and ram jet, are 
explained. Methods of exhaust gas analysis, of fuel rating, and of determining the 
behaviour of the mixture in the induction manifold are all covered, as well as factors 
affecting fuel spray atomisation. (621-43) 


—— Mining 
COLLIERY SURVEYING. R. McAdam. Oliver & Boyd, 12s.6d. 1953. 
23 cm. 153 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A book directed to coal mining students preparing for the Colliery Managers’ 
and Undermanagers’ Certificates of Competency and for the new National Certificate 
courses in mining. The work includes chain and compass traversing, levelling, the 
construction and use of simple vernier theodolites, and mining problems on areas, 
volumes and the structural geology of carboniferous strata. It is a well-written 
textbook, well illustrated with simple line diagrams and good explanatory numerical 
examples. The author is Professor of Mining in the University of Edinburgh and 
the Heriot-Watt College, Edinburgh, and is an experienced teacher of mining 
surveying. (622°33) 


Aeronautics 

WINGS ACROSS THE TASMAN 1928-1953. Leslie Jillett. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 18s.6d. 1953. 224m. 199 pages. 26 
illustrations. Map. Endpaper map. Index. 

Although no longer the aviation hazard it used to be, the Tasman Sea, during the 

twenty-five years that have passed since the first attempt to fly from Australia to 

New Zealand, has been the scene of many notable exploits. In this account of 

a New Zealand-born journalist the outstanding flights made by Kingsford Smith, 

Ulm, Menzies, Chichester, Jean Batten and others are recorded in graphic and 

authentic detail. The story is complete to July 1953, when the first of the new record- 

breaking flights in preparation for the England-New Zealand air race was made. 


Agriculture (629"109) 


RICE. D. H. Grist. Longmans, 35s. 1953. 224. cm. 351 pages. 72 photographs (4 in 

colour). 34 drawings in text, including 2 maps. 17 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
An outstanding work on rice production in all parts of the world. The author, a 
former Agricultural Economist in the Colonial Agricultural Service, took four years 
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to prepare it, exploring every possible source of information and contacting growers, 
technicians and research workers all over the world. The result is the most compre- 
hensive book ever published on the subject, illustrated with a magnificent collection 
of photographs. All aspects of the plant itself, its cultivation under a wide variety of 
soil and climatic conditions, storage, milling, etc., and various economic aspects are 
dealt with in detail. Rice forms the staple diet of more than half the world’s population, 
and it is estimated that an increase of 1-3 million tons is necessary if production is 
to keep pace with increases in the rice-eating population. Mr. Grist’s book is therefore 
timely, and it should be studied by everyone interested in this problem. (633°1) 


SUGAR BEET CULTIVATION. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. 
Stationery Office, $s. 1953. 244m. 102 pages. 12 plates (4 in colour). 23 tables. 
Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 153) 

Sugar beet is growing in importance in British agriculture. This bulletin covers 

the history and development of the crop, factory requirements for beet, and its place 

in the rotation of crops. It also discusses soils, strains, cultivation, manuring, drilling 
the seed, plant population and spacing, thinning and cleaning the crop, and harvesting. 

There are data about the utilisation of by-products, and making sugar beet top silage. 

(633°6) 

Horticulture 

A DIVERSITY OF PLANTS. Patrick M. Synge. Bles, 16s. 1953. 224 cm. 
144 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 17 illustrations. Index. 

The editor of the Royal Horticultural Society’s Journal and publications writes here 

discursively about labour-saving gardening, collecting alpine plants and Dutch flower 

paintings and—for the greater part of this delightful book—about plants which 
specially interest him: autumn, winter and spring flowering bulbs and shrubs, 
magnolias and camellias, azaleas, peonies, lilies, geraniums and many others. He 
describes their appearance in their natural habitat, explains how and when each was 
introduced into Britain and details the qualities of different varieties, indicating in 
many instances the public or private gardens in this country in which particularly 
fine examples can be seen. (635°93) 


Animal Husbandry 

ALL ABOUT BUDGERIGARS. A Concise but Comprehensive Treatise on 
Housing, Management, Breeding and Exhibiting, with Notes on Colour Varieties 
and their Reproduction. Frank W. Pratley. Poultry World for Cage Birds, 7s.6d. 
19$3. 22cm. 120 pages. Frontispiece and 21 photographs. 23 text illustrations. 
Index. 

Mr. Pratley has not shirked any part of his subject in this handy and inexpensive book. 

He deals with aviaries of different sizes and how they should be built and sited; with 

choosing good stock at the start; with mating methods and care in rearing young; 

with producing exhibition birds; and finally with the many colour varieties and their 

Mendelian modes of inheritance. The most important of these are summarised and 

described in a table, which also gives the recommended pairings for producing each 

type. A final chapter deals with the illnesses of budgerigars and their remedies. 

(6366) 

DOGS. A. Croxton Smith. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1953. 18 cm. 207 pages. 16 photo- 
graphs. Index. Paper bound. (Penguin Handbooks) 

The author’s larger books on the care, breeding and showing of dogs are well known, 

but this one (appearing now sadly a year after his death) is the first which attempts in 
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so small a space to describe and discuss all the breeds which are encountered in Britain. 
Even in a book which will be bought mainly by those who keep a dog in a small way 
—as a pet or companion—Mr. Croxton Smith abates nothing of his critical demands 
in breed character; and many will find their interest awakening in this fascinating 
side of the subject. There are short chapters on choice, care and training, on the uses 
of dogs and on breeding and shows. (636°71) 


Cookery 

INVALID COOKERY. With a Section on Feeding Children. Marguerite 
Patten. Phoenix House. 10s.6d. 1953. 194cm. 160 pages. Frontispiece. 
25 photographs. Index. 

A practical collection of recipes for those on light, milk or fat-free diets, for gastric 

patients, convalescents, and children with little appetite. The recipes are easy to 

follow, restricted incomes have been kept in mind, and housewives who also have 

a living to earn will be grateful for the dishes which can be prepared and left ready to 

cook or heat. (641°56) 

Printing Processes 

PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHY. Bruce E. Tory. Associated General Publications 
(Sydney, Australia), 84s. 1953. 28cm. 243 pages. Illustrations (some coloured). 
Tables. Bibliographies. Indexes. 

Noteworthy for the quality of its production, this book is well set out and amply 

illustrated. It is also well documented. The author, who is head of the School of 

Printing, Sydney Technical College, Australia, has aimed at bringing to serious 

workers ‘an understanding of the theory and technique underlying the preparation of 

photo-litho plates by various means through the medium of half-tone and line 

negative and positive images’. The work is both comprehensive and up to date. 


655°32 
Chemical Technology (655°32) 


THE ATOMISATION OF LIQUID FUELS. E. Giffen and A. Muraszew. 
Chapman & Hall, 36s. 1953. 224 cm. 255 pages. 13 plates. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Giffen, with financial assistance from the Motor Industries Research 

Association, started work on the measurement of atomisation in 1945. Before the 

war he studied fuel injection in internal combustion engines. Dr. Muraszew was a 

research student at Queen Mary College, University of London, and worked with 

his co-author from 1945. The book is intended for the specialist and contains sections 
on the mechanism of disintegration; fuel spray characteristics; the effect of the 
atomiser and the physical properties of the liquid and the gaseous medium on spray 

characteristics; and theory of the swirl atomiser. However, as is inevitable in a 

narrow field, many developments have arisen since publication. Outstanding problems 

such as the design of efficient air-blast burners, the design of, and atomisation data 
from, wide-range burners, and atomisation data for large mechanical atomisers have 

not been treated. (662-66) 


Wines and Spirits 


WHAT ABOUT WINE: All the Answers by André L. Simon. Newman 


Neame, 7s.6d. 1953. 19cm. $6 pages. 8 plates. Wood engravings by David 
Gentleman. 


This book, which deals with its subject by way of question and answer, might have 
been entitled A Shorter Catechism of the Cult of Bacchus, by one of its most 
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distinguished High Priests. The method enables the author to pack much useful 
and interesting information about the principal wines of the world into very small 
compass. The chapter on brandy contains some inaccuracies. 


Gas Technology 

CATALYTIC ENRICHMENT OF INDUSTRIAL GASES BY THE 
SYNTHESIS OF METHANE. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1953. 244 cm. 56 pages. 4 plates. 23 figures. 
25 tables. References. Paper bound. (Fuel Research Technical Paper, No. $7) 

A description of a laboratory-scale investigation of the catalytic enrichment of 

industrial gases by synthesis of methane using nickel catalysts, followed by a series 

of tests with intermediate-scale plant. The investigation was concerned only 

with enrichment of gas at atmospheric pressure. The work described in this paper 

was carried out with the object of developing a process suitable for operation on a 

large scale. (665-77) 


Metallurgy 
BASIC ENGINEERING METALLURGY : Theories, Principles and 
Applications. Carl A. Keyser. Macdonald, 60s. 1953. 22 cm. 395 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This work gives simplified fundamentals of metal physics and metallography and 
then deals with the principal features of metallurgical technology. Intended to provide 
the engineer with basic metallurgical knowledge, it deals with crystal structure of 
metals, metallographic structure, mechanical properties, equilibrium diagrams, 
physical metallurgy of iron and steel and the other principal alloys, heat-treatment, 
welding, powder metallurgy, surface finishing and mechanical working. As regards 
the technological aspects it certainly provides only the minimum which a mechanical 
engineer should know. Certain very important alloys such as cast iron are dealt with 
very cursorily. This is primarily a textbook, of more use to the engineering student 
than to the practising engineer. The author is Associate Professor of Metallurgical 
Engineering in the University of Massachusetts, U.S.A. (669) 


Manufactures: Textiles 
THE IDENTIFICATION OF TEXTILE FIBRES: Qualitative and 
Quantitative Analysis of Fibre Blends. Bruno Luniak. Translated from the 
German and revised by the author. Pitman, 45s. 1953. 25}.cm. I91 pages. 313 
illustrations. 14 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Information on the identification of textile fibres is plentiful but widely scattered. 
This collection of the recognised methods into one book is extremely convenient, 
and it has been done well, with all necessary references to original sources. It is a 
revised English edition of a publication issued by the Department of Textile 
Engineering and Textile Industries of the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in 
Ziirich, and in consequence is detailed enough for student use. Microscopical methods 
are given the greatest prominence, and 313 typical photomicrographs are included. 
(677) 
ARTS AND RECREATION 


ART OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS. Paul S. Wingert. Thames 
& Hudson, 25s. 1953. 26cm. 64 pages of text. Coloured frontispiece. 102 illus- 
trations. 22 drawings in text. 3 maps. Bibliography. 

The objects here discussed and illustrated appeared in the remarkable 1953 Loan 

Exhibition of the Art of the South Pacific Islands held at the M. H. de Young 
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Memorial Museum, San Francisco; the Catalogue of the Exhibition is also reprinted 
in full. Paul S. Wingert, Assistant Professor of Fine Art and Archaeology, Columbia 
University, U.S.A., has provided a 45-page introduction to an art form in which 
ethnological and anthropological factors play an important part. Oceanic art presents 
a refreshing contrast to intellectualised European art in its dramatic intensity and 
suggestion of magical qualities in the masks and imaginative carvings of human 
and animal forms. These qualities make a strong impact in the fine illustrations to 
this book, which can be recommended to all students of the numerous groups of 
islands which stretch from Indonesia far across the South Pacific Ocean. (709-01) 


THE OXFORD HISTORY OF ART. Vol. 3. ENGLISH ART, 
1100-1216. T. S. R. Boase. Oxford University Press, 37s.6d. 1953. 244 cm. 
356 pages. Frontispiece. 96 plates. 20 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. 

[his volume covers the Romanesque—or Norman—style of the twelfth century; 

the author, now President of Magdalen College, Oxford, is a former Director 

of the Courtauld Institute of Art, London University. Beginning with Durham 

Cathedral, one of the greatest examples of Romanesque architecture in northern 

Europe, Dr. Boase moves from Canterbury, Reading, St. Albans, York and the 

monasteries of the Cistercian order to the emergence of the new Gothic style in 

the choir of Canterbury Cathedral rebuilt at the end of the twelfth century. After 
architecture, Romanesque art can most closely be studied in illuminated manu- 
scripts, and to these considerable space is given. The great Romanesque Bibles 

(typified by the famed Winchester Bible, c. 1180), the illustrated Bestiaries of popular 

animal lore, and the Albani Psalter, at Hildesheim (which receives its first detailed 

account in English), are carefully studied for the light they throw on their period. 
(709°42) 

Landscape Architecture: Structures 

FOLLIES AND GROTTOES. Barbara Jones. Constable, 40s. 1953. 23 cm. 


276 pages. 17 photographs. 31 line drawings by the author. Index. 


The heyday of follies was the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, but nearly 
all periods have contributed architectural ‘flippancies’, and England, the home of 
eccentricity, offers a fascinating selection. Barbara Jones knows all about them from 
indefatigable personal exploration, and she writes well and draws delightfully— 
her recent book on The Unsophisticated Arts will be remembered with pleasure. 
Only the more important buildings are described in her text, but all follies and 
grottoes (known to the author) are listed with map references under counties in a 
separate section of the book. Photographs supplement Miss Jones’s many enchanting 
sketches. (717) 


Architecture 
THE AGE OF INIGO JONES. James Lees-Milne. Batsford, 42s. 1953. 


25$cm. 242 pages. 92 illustrations. Index. 


James Lees-Milne, architectural adviser to the National Trust, is the author of 
several books on English architecture that command respect, including The Age 
of Adam and Tudor Renaissance. In his latest volume, he is concerned with the 
seventeenth century before the era of Wren, with the great artist-architect who 
brought the classical principles of Palladio to England, with Jones’s contemporaries 
and successors, and the sculptors and masons of his day. Attractively produced and 
appropriately illustrated, this book should provide a useful source of reference for 
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those with a general interest in the period. Although it contains little that is new, 
specialists also will be glad to find collected in one volume so much information 
which has hitherto been dispersed in many. (720°942) 


THE ENGLISH FARMHOUSE. Martin S. Briggs. Batsford, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 
242 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 131 photographs and diagrams. Index. (New 
Heritage) 

This pleasant book records the evolution of the farmhouse in different localities 

from earliest times to the beginning of the present century. It is fully and charmingly 

illustrated with photographs and prints of farm buildings of all periods, and with 
the author’s own neat and accurate drawings. Martin Briggs is a retired architect, 
who has devoted himself to literature in recent years and has written many books 
marked by a happy combination of erudition and readability. His latest volume is 


typical of his better work and deserves wide appreciation. (728-6) 


PLANNING. The Architect’s Handbook. ‘E and O.E.’ (S. Rowland Pierce 
and Patrick Cutbush). 7th edition. Iliffe for The Architect and Building News, 30s. 
1953. 284 cm. $71 pages. Numerous diagrams. Index. 

Well over 500 pages of essential facts, dimensions and principles of layout for almost 

every type of building form the contents of this large, and much expanded, volume. 

Planning is one of the most valuable books available to the architect, and it is also 

extremely useful to managements responsible for building projects. Some 650 line 

drawings are provided, and the text is well arranged for quick reference. “E. and 

O.E.” is the pseudonym of two distinguished and experienced architects. The 

President of the R.I.B.A., Howard Robertson, contributes a foreword. (729) 


Numismatics 

STANDARD CATALOGUE OF THE COINS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 1954. Compiled by Herbert Allen Seaby and 
Peter John Seaby. Seaby, 7s.6d. paper; 12s.6d. cloth. 1953. 23 cm. 102 pages. 
Illustrations. 

The 1954 edition of this highly useful catalogue, which includes the current prices 

of coins in average condition, includes the section on Mint Marks which was omitted 

from the last (1952). (737°4) 


Furniture and Accessories 
REGENCY ANTIQUES. Brian Reade. Batsford, 42s. 1953. 25} cm. 270 pages. 


182 illustrations (1 in colour). Drawings in text. Index. 


This important book provides the only reliable guide to English Regency furniture 
and antiques (1800-30). It is excellently arranged and illustrated, with informative 
notes to the plates. The first three chapters discuss in detail Regency furniture and 
design, incorporating original research by the author concerning the cabinet-maker 
George Bullock whose name has hitherto been all but unknown. Other subjects 
covered in succeeding chapters include porcelain, glass, silver and Sheffield plate, 
lamps and candelabra, parlour games and jewellery. The illustrations have been 
carefully chosen to include modest as well as ‘luxury’ examples; they form a valuable 
repertoire of the Regency style in nearly all its manifestations outside painting. 
The author’s penetrating observations on the links between fashion, economics, 
politics and social changes, and his frequent glances at contemporary French and 
German trends, constantly enliven a most stimulating text. (749°22) 
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Painting 
ABSTRACT PAINTING. Its Origin and Meaning. Adrian Heath. Alec 
Tiranti, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 32 pages of text. 32 illustrations. Biographies. Biblio- 
graphy. (Lecture/Essays on Art) 
A short essay on the historical evolution of modern abstract painting from Cézanne 
and Cubism through the works of Malevitch, Hélion, Mondrian, Arp, Dalauney, 
Kupka, Kandinsky and—sole British representative—Ben Nicholson. The author 
endeavours to show that the arrangement of light and dark areas, of angles and 
curves, and of contrasting colours on the canvas or wooden panel of the abstract 
painter is not quite so arbitrary or perfunctory as it often appears to the prejudiced 
eye. Though exaggerated claims are sometimes made for abstract art, no under- 
standing of the modern movement in painting is complete without some knowledge 
of this phase. Mr. Heath, who is himself a painter in the abstract idiom, provides an 
introductory guide. (759°06) 


RICHARD WILSON. W. G. Constable. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 70s. 1953. 
254 cm. 319 pages. 160 plates. Notes on the plates. Bibliography. Indexes. (English 
Master Painters) 

In this very substantial monograph on the landscape and portrait painter Richard 

Wilson (1713-82), Professor W. G. Constable (sometime Slade Professor of Fine 

Arts, Cambridge University, and since 1938 Curator of Paintings at the Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts, U.S.A.) has coilected together all the known material. 

Preparation of a corpus of Wilson’s work has demanded a minute investigation of 

problems of authenticity and the relationship between original paintings and those 

by copyists, pupils, imitators and followers. The resulting text is fully documented 
and closely packed with information for research workers. Nearly half the book is 
devoted to the plates, which reproduce all the known paintings and a selection of 
related drawings and works by other artists. Scholarship and critical expertise of the 
highest standard characterise this notable addition to the study of British painting. 


ints : : (759°2) 
Prints and Print Making 
ETCHING AND ENGRAVING. Techniques and the Modern Trend. John 

Buckland-Wright. Studio Publications, 30s. 1953. 254 cm. 240 pages. 158 Illustrations. 

Index. 
One of Britain’s leading engravers expounds the theory and practice of his art with 
a fullness of knowledge and wealth of illustration which will give students and 
connoisseurs a close insight into the problems and achievement of contemporary 
engraving. He takes each engraving technique in turn and discusses its theory and 
suitability for different types of creative and representative illustration, with frequent 
references to historical developments; there follows a section on technique and 
materials. Apart from its value as a reference work, this book contains magnificent 
illustrations, mainly of contemporary engraving. All those who imagine that 
engravings and etchings are dull and old-fashioned will receive a stimulating shock 
from Mr. Buckland-Wright’s convincing demonstration of the creative possibilities 
of this most ancient of art forms. (760) 


Music 
MUSIC MAGAZINE. Selections from the B.B.C. Programme. Chosen and 


edited by Anna Instone and Julian Herbage. Rockliff, 9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 136 pages. 
Frontispiece. Index. 


It is refreshing to meet a new kind of book on music. This one is new because the 
idea behind the broadcast programme, ‘Music Magazine’, was new—the informal 
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causerie by an authority. Even on the printed page many of these twenty-six short 
talks preserve something of the personality of the speaker. Some are commemorative 
(Sir William Walton on Constant Lambert, Menuhin on Barték), some critical 
(Mark Lubbock on Charles Dibdin), some retrospective (Lamond on Liszt), some 
unexpected (Lambert on “Cats in Music’). The variety of style and subject, well 
spiced with new anecdotes and facts, makes it a most attractive little volume. 

(780-4) 
MUSICAL FORMS AND TEXTURES. A Reference Guide. Norman 

Demuth. Rockliff, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 96 pages. Musical examples. Index. 

By dividing his material into seven groups—symphonic forms, contrapuntal 
textures, dance.styles, instrumental forms, dramatic forms, vocal forms, ecclesiastical 
forms—Mr. Demuth clarifies this useful handbook and is able to present his 
definitions as systematically as possible. He brings out clearly the relation of each 
group to musical evolution. Many points are based on his experience as Professor 
of Composition in the Royal Academy of Music. His choice of pieces for detailed 
discussion is excellent, but lack of space and an unconventional approach sometimes 
produce risky generalisations. (780°9) 


THE AMATEUR ORCHESTRA. Leonard Duck. Dobson, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 
96 pages. (Student’s Music Library) 
The rapid expansion, in the last few decades, of amateur playing makes the appearance 
of this book timely, for it fills a real gap in musical literature. Concise and thoroughly 
readable, it is written with enthusiasm and understanding. It is packed with practical 
uidance on matters of finance, organisation and rehearsal, and gives many useful 
Fints on maintenance of instruments. The author’s experience as Sub-Librarian in 
the Henry Watson Music Library, Manchester, well qualifies him to give advice 
on source material and loan facilities. All this information, backed by most helpful 
graded and classified lists of works, with their publishers, should make the book 
invaluable wherever amateurs gather together. (785-1) 


Puppets 
PUPPET’S PROGRESS. Jan Bussell. Faber, 12s.6d. 1953. 224m. 119 pages. 
15 illustrations. Tailpieces. Index. 

Jan Bussell, and his wife, Ann Hogarth, are already widely known both from Jan 
Bussell’s earlier books on puppetry and his autobiography, The Puppets and I, and 
from their shows given in England and abroad. Not only does this second part of 
the autobiography give a delightful account of the team’s journeys and experiences 
but it provides valuable information on the making of a puppet show, the commercial 
theatre, manipulation, television, and puppet films. Finally the author describes a 
caravan tour with his puppets in Australia. (791°5) 


The Theatre 

THE GLOBE RESTORED. A Study of the Elizabethan Theatre. C. Walter 
Hodges. Benn, sos. 1953. 254m. 199 pages. 62 illustrations on half-tone plates 
and 8 illustrations in the text, from contemporary sources. 20 drawings by the 
author. Index. 

Mr. Hodges is probably the first professional artist and ‘stage-designer to graduate 

into Elizabethan scholarship and he has therefore a unique contribution to make. 

This book shows him at his best. It is a valuable synthesis and interpretation of the 

findings of research, which are as widely scattered as they are complex and contro- 
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versial, and by combining lucid exposition with copious illustration it shows us, 
perhaps more clearly than any of its predecessors, the conditions in which the plays 
of Shakespeare and his contemporaries were first staged. Inn-yards, street perform- 
ances, public and ‘private’ theatres, and court masques are dealt with. The appendices 
include a list of London theatres 1576-1660, and the builder’s contract (1599) for 
the Fortune Theatre. The book is a large, handsome quarto. (792°0942) 


THE FRENCH THEATRE OF TO-DAY. An English View. Harold 
Hobson. Harrap, 12s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 232 pages. Bibliogeapity pindgx,, 
Harold Hobson, a well-known author and dramatic critic, béBits: his s with 
a general picture of the Parisian stage, marking where the chief differences lie 
between English and French production. Following a chapter on the Paris theatre 
during the Occupation, he treats of the dominating figure in the French theatre of 
today, the author, and provides a short account of the principal writers. He then 
gives an analysis of the leaders of the French stage, Sartre, Salacrou, Montherlant 
and Anouilh. A final chapter, Some Books, is a guide to the particularly rich store 
of contemporary French theatrical literature. In all, this “English view’ of a country 
where the ‘golden days’ of the theatre have returned is both timely and satisfying. 
(792°0944) 
Ballet 
THE ART OF BALLET. Audrey Williamson. New, revised, edition. Werner 
Laurie, 18s. 1953. 224. cm. 158 pages. 38 photographs and reproductions of prints 
and paintings. Glossary. Index. 
Three more good photographs and numerous neatly inserted references to new 
ballets and to the work of young dancers since the book’s first publication in 1950 
give this pleasing and lucid textbook some up-to-date illustrative examples. Its 
point of view on historical and aesthetic matters, firmly based on the principles 
of Noverre (1727-1810) and Fokine (1880-1942), is perhaps peculiarly English in 
setting a higher value on the poetic and expressive elements of ballet, both lyrical 
and dramatic, than is approved by the philosophic neo-classicism at present fashionable 
in the west. (792-8) 


Sports and Games 


JUDGMENT AND PLANNING IN CHESS. Max Euwe. Translated 
from the Dutch and edited by J. du Mont. Bell, 18s.6d. 1953. 22} cm. 200 pages. 
Diagrams. 

A former Chess World Champion here presents a book that will help players over 

a real difficulty, that which arises during the study of the many books devoted to 

chess openings. Most of these necessarily break off after about eight to fifteen moves 

have been described. This book is concerned with the game from then on, when 
the player might find himself in a totally unfamiliar position, and a new element, 

‘positional understanding’, enters the chess battle. The forming of a judgment and 

the making of a plan are therefore the topics dealt with here and a practical demon- 

stration is given of the means by which the game can be brought to a logical 
conclusion. (794°) 


OVER TO REX ALSTON. A Commentary on the Australian Tour 1953. 
Rex Alston. Muller, 12s.6d. 1953. 20$ cm. 230 pages. 18 photographs. Tables. 
Rex Alston is the British Broadcasting Corporation’s senior cricket commentator 
and here he gives a first-hand account of the tour of the Australian cricket team in 
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England in 1953. He deals mainly with the Test matches but also briefly describes 
many of the other matches played by the Australians. Published so soon after the 
conclusion of the tour, it is obviously a book of day-to-day impressions, but 
the author’s wide knowledge of the game and close contact with many of the players 
make it interesting reading. (796-3) 


SOCCER: THE WORLD GAME. A Popular History. Geoffrey Green. 


Phoenix House, 12s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 215 pages. 31 illustrations. 


Until the present century, the game of soccer, or association football, was almost 
unknown outside the British Isles. This popular and attractively written history of 
the game, played and watched by millions, notes its developments from the beginnings 
down to today when it has spread throughout the world. The author examines 
the most important phases of its growth, including fashions in style and tactics, 
and describes the achievements of the old-established clubs and famous players of 
past and present. (796-33) 


THE MOUNTAIN WORLD, 1953. Edited by Marcel Kurz. Allen & 
Unwin, 25s. 1953. 244m. 220 pages. 65 illustrations. 12 maps and sketches. 
Bibliography. 

More than half of this Alpine annual is devoted to Mount Everest and the country 

surrounding it. Marcel Kurz writes a comprehensive history of the great mountain, 

while Elizabeth Cowles, the well-known American climber, gives a short account 
of the 1950 reconnaissance of the southern approach in which she took part with 

Houston and Tilman. Then follow articles by the organisers and members of the 

First Swiss Expedition of 1952, which so nearly succeeded in reaching the summit. 

Lambert tells the story of his final attempt with Tensing, which was only halted 

about 400 feet below the south summit. There are also interesting details of the 

expedition by geological and botanical experts. The book also contains narratives 
of recent expeditions to the high mountains of Peru, Bolivia and Greenland. The 

pictures are first-class. (796° 52) 


JUNGLE LORE. Jim Corbett. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 20cm. 
178 pages. § plates. 
Jim Corbett, retired after a lifetime in the Indian jungle, has already brought life-like 
leopards and tigers into the everyday menu of the devourer of travel books. His 
own escapes from sudden and unsought death provide a vicarious escape for 
countless thousands who will never tread the hills of Kumaon. Jungle Lore, in which 
he combines autobiography with reminiscence, is a wholly delightful book that will 
charm readers of any age. As ever, the simplicity of his style marks clear thought, 
clear description, and the huntsman’s eye for significant detail and the exclusion of all 
distracting irrelevancies. His concluding tiger story is first-rate art, both for sustained 
interest and economy of effect. (799°2) 


LITERATURE 
American Literature 


THE DAYS BEFORE. Katherine Anne Porter. Secker & Warburg, 18s. 1953. 
21 cm. 283 pages. 

Best known as a writer of short stories, Miss Porter also succeeds in her criticism in 

saying a great deal in a small compass. Her judgments often seem to be arrived at 
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by intuition rather than by analysis or persuasion, but they are none the less solid 
and well founded for that. Of her literary essays, perhaps the most interesting are 
those on Hardy and Katherine Mansfield, in both of which she shows a deep 
understanding of the authors’ personality as well as their work. Her own origins 
in the South give her a special interest in Mexico; she writes with authority of its 
customs and history and she makes an admirable critique of D. H. Lawrence’s 
conception of the country as revealed in The Plumed Serpent. The book was first 
published in America in 1926. (814°5) 


English Literature 


ESSAYS AND STUDIES, 1953. Collected for the English Association by 
Geoffrey Bullough. Murray, 10s.6d. 1953. 22cm. 120 pages. 
This, the sixth annual volume in the English Association’s “New Series’, begins 
with a striking poem by Professor J. R. R. Tolkien in the manner of Old English 
alliterative verse, “The Homecoming of Beorhtnoth Beorhthelm’s Son,’ a sequel 
to and comment on “The Battle of Maldon’. It is followed by six critical essays of 
very varied interest: Family Honour in the Plays of Shakespeare’s Predecessors and 
Contemporaries, by Edward M. Wilson; Some Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century 
Writers on the Plague, by Herbert G. Wright; John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, 
and the “Right Veine of Satire’, by Vivian de S. Pinto; The Augustan Pantheon: 
Mythology and Personification in Eighteenth Century Poetry, by Rachel Trickett; 
The Integrity of Biographia Literaria, by George Whalley; Language, Style, and the 
Anglo-Welsh, by Gwyn Jones. (820°5) 


AUSTRALIA WRITES. An Anthology. Edited for the Canberra Fellowship 
of Australian Writers by T. Inglis Moore. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia): Angus 
& Robertson (London), 19s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. 308 pages. Biographical notes. 

Well-established writers as well as younger ones whose reputation is still in the 

making are represented in this anthology of present-day creative writing. Short 

stories, poems, essays and descriptive passages, the contributions of over seventy 
authors, give evidence of wit, imagination and feeling; at times they display technical 
brilliance. Most of the work is obviously Australian in inspiration, and the collection 
leaves a pleasing impression of marked progress towards a highly creditable national 
literature. The biographical notes appended are a valuable reference aid. _ (820°8A) 


ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Vol. I. 
Chaucer to Shakespeare. A. C. Ward. Longmans, 25s. 1953. 22 cm. 260 pages. 
62 illustrations on plates, 14 in the text, collected, with descriptive notes, by 
Elizabeth Williams. Index. 


Mr. Ward has written the kind of history which one would expect from the author 
of that standard guide-book, Twentieth Century Literature. His tastes are catholic, 
his judgments sound and shrewd. The reader will find nothing controversial or 
exciting in this history, but a very pleasant, reliable survey, continuously interesting, 
which is wisely limited in the main to works ‘of general interest and high merit’, 
although many lesser works are dealt with briefly. A history of this kind was needed; 
it will be particularly welcome to the foreign student and the ‘general reader’. The 
illustrations, all from contemporary sources, are a valuable part of the book. 
(820°9) 
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English Poetry 
THE NET AND THE SWORD. Poems by Douglas Le Pan. Chatto & 
Windus, 10s.6d. 1953. 224 cm. $6 pages. 


Mr. Le Pan is a Canadian poet, but these verses are inspired mainly by recollections 
of wartime Italy, glimpsed alternately in the heat of battle and in the anticlimax of 
rest behind the front. He has a brilliant gift for metaphor, and the colours and sounds 
of the Italian landscape spring easily to his imagination. His versification is fluent 
but suffers at times from too little variety. He is most successful in his longer reflective 
poems, such as the moving Elegy in the Romagna, which suits his expansive style. 
The shorter lyrical pieces too often lack a firm structure. (821-9C) 


COLLECTED POEMS. Herbert Read. 2nd edition. Faber, 15s. 1953. 21 cm. 
204 pages. 
This volume (first published in 1946) assembles Sir Herbert Read’s verse from 1914 
to the present. The earlier poems range from his youthful lyrics on the countryside, 
the austere battle-pieces for which he became famous and the brief imagistic poems 
written after 1919. Since 1934 Sir Herbert’s poetry has turned once more to the 
theme of war, as the supreme national and human crisis from which his inspiration 
seems to flow most strongly. On other subjects his poetry, though it is always 
accomplished, at times lacks urgency. But his poems on the Spanish war, such as 
‘The Heart Conscripted’, and the ‘Ode on Dunkirk’ re-create the dramatic intensity 
of his best poetry. In this edition some errors have been corrected and several stanzas 
previously omitted from poems have been restored. (821-9) 


English Drama 


EVERYMAN’S DICTIONARY OF SHAKESPEARE QUOTA- 
TIONS. Compiled by D. C. Browning. Dent, 15s. 1953. 20cm. $72 pages. 
Index. (Everyman’s Reference Library) 

This book contains about 4,000 quotations and extracts from Shakespeare arranged 

in the usual order of the works. Those from each play are prefaced by a short 

summary of the play. Single lines and complete speeches are included, the speaker 
is always given and, where necessary, enough of the context is supplied to show the 
significance of the quotation. A section of the book contains two useful chronological 
tables, contemporary biographical information about Shakespeare, and many 
estimates of him by his contemporaries and later writers. The all-important index is 
thorough and efficient. All readers of Shakespeare will welcome this excellent 
reference book. (822-3) 


SHAKESPEARE’S MEASURE FOR MEASURE. Mary Lascelles. 
University of London: The Athlone Press, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 182 pages. References. 
Index. 

The scholarship, humanity, and literary perspicacity which characterised the author’s 

Jane Austen and Her Art are here brought to bear upon Shakespeare’s ‘great uneven 

play’. Miss Lascelles’s method, a spacious critical analysis of the progress of the action, 

enables her to discuss in their place the various moral, dramatic, and textual problems 
which have obstructed the understanding of Shakespeare’s purpose; it is a method 
admirably suited to a play so little susceptible of categorical generalisations and yet 
so plainly stamped with the integrity of its creator’s mind. Since many of Miss 
Lascelles’s points (on Shakespeare’s use of ‘sources’, his stagecraft, characterisation, 
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conception of tragi-comedy, to mention only a few) reach well beyond the confines 
of her chosen play, this book is, in effect, a notable contribution to Shakespearian 
criticism as well as an essential companion to the reading of Measure for Measure. 

(822-3) 


TITUS ANDRONICUS. William Shakespeare. Edited by J. C. Maxwell. 
Methuen, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 175 pages. (Arden Shakespeare) 


This crude piece of blood-thirsty melodrama, written some time between 1589 
and 1594, was popular in its own day but has since been less frequently acted and 
studied than most of Shakespeare’s plays and its authorship has often been questioned. 
Mr. Maxwell’s view is that ‘the play is through and through Shakespearian in its 
planning’, but that Act I was most probably written by George Peele. The thirty- 
page Introduction summarises admirably the evidence and arguments with regard 
to the text, date, authorship, source, etc. The text, which is modernised, is based on 
the unique copy of the First Quarto (1594) discovered in Sweden in 1904. The most 
important textual variants and full explanatory notes are given as footnotes, intended 
for ‘relatively elementary as well as more advanced students’. This is the fifth play 
to appear in this invaluable ‘New Arden’ edition, under the general editorship of 
Professor Ellis-Fermor. (822-3) 


English Fiction 
HOLMES AND WATSON. A Miscellany. S. C. Roberts. Oxford University 


Press, 108.6d. 1953. 19} cm. 145 pages. 


A further contribution to the saga of Sherlock Holmes, the famous detective invented 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and one in which the reasoning and deductions would 
have appealed to the Master himself. The fare is varied—an analysis of the great 
detective’s temperament, his attitude to women and to music, leading up to remarks 
on his kinship to Dr. Johnson. There is much on the subject of Dr. Watson and in 
conclusion a survey of the recent Holmes Exhibition, not to mention two unrecorded 
adventures. The book is cordially recommended to all those who already know their 
221B Baker Street, and also to those who have yet to enter that timeless kingdom of 
relaxation. (823-9) 


English Essays 
THE RAMBLER. Samuel Johnson. Introduction by S. C. Roberts. Dent, 6s. 
1953. 19 cm. 320 pages. Bibliographical note. (Everyman’s Library) 

The Rambler essays were begun by Samuel Johnson in 1750 and were published 
twice a week till 1752. Johnson wrote all but five of the whole issue of 208 essays. 
The present volume contains about half of Johnson’s contributions, arranged 
chronologically. In his own way Johnson follows the tradition of the earlier periodical 
essayists, Addison and Steele. He writes on manners and morals, literaure and 
criticism, public opinion and his own philosophy of life, with entertainment 
and instruction as his aims. This careful selection shows Johnson as most of his 
readers knew him, and all readers of today will welcome its inclusion in this well- 
known Library. (8246) 


HUMANITIES. Desmond MacCarthy. MacGibbon & Kee, 15s. 1953. 22$ cm. 
22 pages. 
A further posthumous collection of essays and reviews, mainly from previously 
published literary journalism, chosen by Mr. T. R. Fyvel. The most characteristic 
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are the theatre notices, in which Sir Desmond reveals himself time and again as a 
brilliant and sympathetic talker and as an immensely experienced judge of acting 
and playwriting. His essays on Ibsen and Chekhov seem particularly likely to stand 
the test of time. Three book reviews grouped together serve to emphasise the 
difference of his critical position from Mr. Eliot’s: in these he criticises Eliot’s For 
Lancelot Andrewes and puts up a stout defence of Shelley’s poetry. The volume 
also includes two of the slight but extremely accomplished stories of childhood 
which have come to light since the author’s death and must make many readers 
regret that he did not attempt more in this vein. (824°9) 


Greek Literature 
THE DISCOVERY OF THE MIND. The Greek Origins of European 
Thought. Bruno Snell. Translated from the German by T. G. Rosenmeyer. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 27s.6d. 1953. 23 cm. 336 pages. Notes. Index. 
These stimulating essays by the present Rector of the University of Hamburg 
have long been known and valued among classical scholars. Though they have 
appeared in different journals at intervals since 1929, they are linked together by a 
single theme—the emergence of the characteristically European way of thinking 
in early Greek culture. Since the essays were intended to appeal also to the cultured 
layman, this able translation by the Professor of Classics at Smith College, 
Northampton, Massachusetts, b ased on the second German edition but enlarged by 
a chapter on ‘Human and Divine Knowledge’, is much to be welcomed. Tt will 
make known to a wider circle of readers some of the best work of an outstanding 
German classical scholar. (880) 


ARISTOTLE ON THE ART OF FICTION. An English translation of 


Aristotle’s Poetics with an introductory essay and explanatory notes. L. J. Potts. 
Cambridge University Press, 6s. 1953. 19cm. 100 pages. Notes. Index. Paper 

bound. 
Aristotle’s compressed lecture notes on poetry, bristling as they do with technical 
terms, offer a well-nigh impossible task to the translator. Many a professional 
scholar must have wondered at the sheer unintelligibility of some English renderings. 
Mr. Potts, Fellow of Queens’ College and Lecturer in English in Cambridge 
University, offers the student and general reader a new version in contemporary 
idiom. There is an historical introduction and a useful appendix with notes on the 
more troublesome technical terms. This handy and cheap edition will be helpful in 
class work, but the Poetics must remain largely a closed book to the Greekless reader. 
(888) 


THE ETHICS OF ARISTOTLE. The Nicomachean Ethics translated. J. A. K. 
Thomson. Allen & Unwin, 18s. 1953. 224 cm. 292 pages. Index. 


In this age of little Latin and less Greek the student of English literature is already 
deeply indebted to the former Professor of Classics at King’s College, London. 
In this new book he turns his hand to the task of making intelligible to English 
readers ‘the most intelligible system of morals’ ever constructed. To do this it is 
necessary to fill in the gaps in ‘Aristotle’s lecture notes, for that is what the master 
himself doubtless did. For this task Professor Thomson is pre-eminently qualified. 
Impeccable scholarship, allied with a delicate sense of style, has given us a new 
version which can be warmly recommended to the student of ancient philosophy 
no less than to the general reader. (888) 
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HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


WORLD HISTORY. J. C. Revill. Longmans, 30s. 1953. 23 cm. 774 pages. 
18 maps. 11 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
There have been so many attempts to sketch in one volume the outlines of world 
history that any new effort must raise the question whether the author contributes 
anything new. Mr. Revill makes his claim at the outset. He writes for those seeking 
a sufficient background of world history for general educational or interest purposes. 
He succeeds in providing a work which avoids the extremes of over-generalisation 
and excessive detail, and is a readable summary of essentials. Since he writes primarily 
for English-speaking readers he lays the stress on Western civilisation, but the extra- 
European wogld is dealt with in sufficient detail to justify the title of his book. It 
can be said that he has succeeded in performing the task he set himself, and has 
provided the type of reader he had in mind with a very serviceable book. (909) 


Geography Travel and Topography 

GEOGRAPHY IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. A Study of 
Growth, Fields, Techniques, Aims and Trends. Edited by Griffith Taylor. 2nd, 
revised, edition. Methuen, 35s. 1953. 224. cm. 673 pages. 15 plates. 57 maps and 
diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

The appearance of a second edition within two years of the first is evidence of a 

lively interest in the theory and practice of geography. To this edition has been 

added a chapter on cartography, a rather rapid survey with some slips and omissions, 

and another on the geographical interpretation of air photography. What was a 

conspicuous gap in the first edition has thus been filled. (910) 


THE BOMBARD STORY. Alain Bombard. Translated from the French by 
Brian Connell. Deutsch, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 214 pages. 10 photographs. 2 maps. 
3 diagrams. Tables. 
This is an account of an experiment, not a stunt. The distinction is important, for in 
fact the author, a young French doctor, crossed the Atlantic from Tangier to 
Barbados alone, in a rubber dinghy, calling at the Canaries en route! The feat was 
sensational, but Dr. Bombard’s purpose was to prove that the shipwrecked mariner 
should not panic, but should seek means of survival from the sea itself: in plankton, 
in fish, in rain-water and—within defined limits—in sea-water itself. The experiment 
was a brilliant success, and Dr. Bombard’s record spares no detail, good or bad, 
endured on his voyage. (910°45) 


A GEOGRAPHY OF EUROPE. Edited by George W. Hoffman. Methuen, 
52s.6d. 1953. 24 cm. 785 pages. 155 illustrations and maps. Bibliography. Index. 
This imposing and well-produced work is evidence of American interest in the 
prospects of Europe. Dr. Hoffman, of Texas University, and his nine fellow- 
contributors, American and European, aim at presenting an appraisal of the continent 
‘at mid-century’. Special emphasis is placed on the historical and regional approach, 
for present problems are rooted in ‘the continent’s long and tumultuous history 
and its divergent geographical environments’. After two general chapters, seven 
regional studies are presented, and the work concludes with an examination of 
Europe’s place in world economy. The general approach is factual and descriptive, 
and, with one or two exceptions, rather stereotyped, perhaps due to the editorially 
imposed uniformity; there is, however, no comparable work in English. The sketch 
maps are informative, but in some cases rather small for the detail. (914) 
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ENGLISH FAIRS AND MARKETS. William Addison. Batsford, 21s. 195§3. 
23cm. 207 pages. Illustrations (3 in colour) by Barbara Jones. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This is in a sense a collaboration, for while Mr. Addison streaks across history, from 

the great medieval fairs at Winchester, St. Ives (Hunts), Sturbridge, and Bartholomew 

Fair in London, to today, Barbara Jones enlivens the text with three coloured 

drawings and sixteen others in monochrome which capture the spirit—half gay, half 

mercantile—which pervades the survivors of the full-scale old-time Fair. It is a book 
written con amore, as the musical scores say, packed with unexpected information 
well conveyed, and with a long bibliography. (914°2) 


COUNTRY FOLK. Norman Wymer. Odhams Press, 15s. 1953. 214 cm. 
240 pages. 33 photographs. 

The author writes of the country crafts of Great Britain and in particular of the 

people who depend on them for a livelihood. He covers a wide variety of topics, 

including basket making, malting, salmon trapping, water divining, wildfowling 

and braiding among seventeen others. His book should appeal to anyone interested 

in country life, younger readers included. (914:2) 


THE EXPANDING EYE. A First Journey to the Mediterranean. Peter Green. 
Dobson, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 212 pages. 15 illustrations. 
This is a narrative of a journey some four years ago through Italy with longer stops 
in Florence, Naples, and Sicily. The author, a young classical don, traces not only 
scenes and impressions but the ‘integral change’ in his outlook which it brought 
about, so that in Sicily he was ‘caught up and absorbed by natural forces that in these 
southern latitudes still have free play’. At times he takes it all rather solemnly, but 
he is generally amusing and observant, and always readable. (914°5) 


THIS IS HOLLAND. Photographs by Cas Oorthuys. Text by C. J. Kelk. 
Translated from the Dutch by Morris Sinclair. Cassirer (Oxford): distributed by 
Faber, 7s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 128 pages, including 108 photographs. Map. (Contact 
Photo Books of the World) 

Attractively produced, this little book supplies an admirable pictorial introduction 

to the varied life and scenery of the Netherlands. The quality of the reproduction 

is good and many of the photographs have considerable artistic merit. The brief 
text errs on the florid side, but gives some useful information, historical and 
statistical. The book deserves to be popular with visitors to the country. —_(914"92) 


ONTARIO. Marjorie W. Campbell. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $3-50. 
19$3. 21 cm. 219 pages. 29 photographs. Endpaper maps. Index. 
Three times larger than the whole British Isles, the province of Ontario is difficult 
to describe because of its great diversity. Mrs. Campbell, however, has succeeded 
in finding some form and pattern in the various elements of the province. More 
than half the book deals with Northern Ontario, less publicised, less approachable 
than the south, and the author makes her enthusiasm for this part of the country 
contagious. Lively and readable, her book is a first-class piece of reporting. (917°13) 


IMPOSSIBLE ADVENTURE. Journey to the Far Amazon. Alain 
Gheerbrant. Translated from the French by Edward Fitzgerald. Gollancz, 16s. 
1953. 20}cm. 390 pages. 32 illustrations. 3 maps. 

Though the journey described is certainly outstanding, what gives the book its 

distinctive quality is rather the personality of the author and his sympathetic 
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understanding of primitive life. Gheerbrant and his companions, in travelling from 
the Orinoco to the Amazon basins, made what was probably the first recorded 


crossing of the Sierra Parima in this area. This required determination and great 


physical endurance but success depended upon his capacity for winning the confidence 


. ' ; . aap 2 . 
of primitive peoples, based primarily on his conviction of the futility of force. His 
narrative has some remarkable passages, the discovery of a great group of rock 
paintings, an initiation ceremony in which red ants play a horrifying part, and the 


sojourn with the Guaharibo tribe, hitherto virtually unknown, and at the most 

rimitive level of existence. All these and much else make bsorbing and irresistible 
primitive level of existence. All these and much else make an absorbing and irresistible 
book, written with clarity and restraint, and here excellently translated. (918) 


RUM JUNGLE. Alan Moorehead. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 
154 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 22 illustrations. Map. 


In the Woomera rocket range and the uranium mine of Rum Jungle, near Darwin, 
Mr. Moorehead has up-to-the-minute themes, and he makes the most of the contrast 
they offer to the empty spaces, the isolation, and the unique natural life which 
surround them. He sketches in firmly the pattern of life in Alice Springs, on a great 
sheep station, and “beach-combing’ on the Barrier Reef, and the accompanying 
hazards of bush fire, drought, and floods. As an Australian born, he can emphasise 
by personal reminiscences the extent to which the Australian outlook has been 
re-fashioned in recent decades. If his comments and conclusions of necessity parallel 


those of other recent writers, his alert and terse style drives home the significant 

points with effect. (9194) 

Biography 

DR. ARNOLD OF RUGBY. Norman Wymer. Hale, 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
208 pages. 20 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The first biography of Thomas Arnold (1795-1842), the great headmaster and 
educational reformer, since that of 1844 by Dean Stanley, his former pupil. Mr. 
Wymer has had access to hitherto unpublished family papers, letters and school 
records. Moreover, writing so much longer after the event than Stanley, he can 
include matter that Stanley felt constrained to omit or considered unimportant. 
His objective narrative shows all the formative influences of Arnold’s life and early 
career from early childhood. Arnold’s personality, opinions and aims when in 1828 
he became headmaster of Rugby become clear. The author describes the reforms 
that Arnold effected at Rugby, the methods he adopted and the spirit that he infused 
into the school. Arnold’s ideals are shown influencing other public schools and, 
eventually, primary education. The book will be of great interest to a wide range of 
readers. (92) 


CAESAR. Gérard Walter. Translated from the French by Emma Craufurd. 
Appendices translated by Roy Walker. 2 vols. Cassell, 25s. each. 1953. 22$ cm. 
Vol. 1; 384 pages; Frontispiece; Map; Genealogical table; Glossary; Notes and 
References; Index. Vol. II: 308 pages; 2 maps; Notes and References; Bibliography ; 
Index. 

This is a full-scale detailed biography of Julius Caesar in which all original sources 

and authorities have been used and are often quoted or examined as the story proceeds, 

without detracting from the vividness of the narrative. All the well-known stages 
and achievements of Caesar’s career, and the less-known episodes of his private life 
are given close attention and their significance brought out. Much light, too, is 
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thrown on the long-debated points, e.g. Caesar’s connection with the Catiline 
Conspiracy and his aiming at Kingship. The author successfully presents Caesar as 
a man of his time facing, in his career, problems similar to those confronting his 
fellows. The clear portrayal of the historical background, the useful glossary and 
notes, the full bibliography and the translator’s skilful rendering are among other 
good features of this commendable book. (92) 


THE ART OF NOEL COWARD. Robert Greacen. Hand and Flower Press 
(Aldington, Kent), 9s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 95 pages. § illustrations. 

This slight volume, part biography, part analysis of Coward as actor, playwright, 

composer and author, is sincerely written and occasionally penetrating, and provides 

an assessment of one of the most successful and versatile personalities in the theatre 

of the last thirty years. (92) 


LEOPARDI. A Study in Solitude. Iris Origo. Hamish Hamilton, 21s. 1953. 
224 cm. 322 pages. 10 plates. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
Few writers of genius have spent a life so restricted by physical disability and social 
convention as this great romantic poet. Born in 1798 into the provincial nobility of 
Northern Italy and crippled by a spinal curvature, he suffered further from his 
upbringing under a weak father and a bigoted and dominating mother. How these 
disadvantages were transformed into sources of spiritual strength for his poetry 
is the theme of this extremely penetrating biography. As was revealed in her study 
of Byron and Teresa Guiccioli, the Marchesa Origo is a scholar of first-rate literary 
talent and exceptionally skilled at applying to biography her knowledge of Italian 
character and customs. The present book is a fresh edition of her classic biography 
published eighteen years ago and revised in the light of the Leopardi manuscripts 
and commentaries which have since been published. (92) 


CITIES AND MEN. An Autobiography. Vol. II. Aegean, Cyprus, Turkey, 
Transcaucasia and Palestine (1914-24). Sir Harry Luke. Bles, 25s. 1953. 22} cm. 
272 pages. 9 photographs. 3 drawings in text. 3 maps. Index. 

In this, the second, volume of Sir Harry Luke’s autobiography, the cities are 

Constantinople, Tiflis and Jerusalem; and the men are the personalities—naval, 

political, administrative and religious—who influenced events in those regions of the 

Middle East during the troubled decade 1914-24. During World War I the author 

served as Political Officer to Admiral Rosslyn Wemyss in the Aegean and to Admiral 

de Robeck in Constantinople. In 1920 he was in charge of the British Diplomatic 

Mission in Transcaucasia; and from 1920-24 was Assistant Governor of Jerusalem. 

These years were packed with interesting events and experiences, of which he tells 

the story vividly, enlivening it with entertaining incidents and humorous anecdote. 


(92) 


MARKOVA: HER LIFE AND ART. Anton Dolin. W. H. Allen, 17s.6d. 
1953. 22$.cm. 294 pages. $4 photographs. Index. 
Dolin’s recollections of his frequent long professional partnerships with Alicia 
Markova, carefully stiffened with more impersonal documentation of her career 
by letters, contracts, programmes and press criticisms and illumined by quotations 
from Markova herself, build up a remarkably detailed picture of this great English 
dancer. Bearing the strong stamp of Dolin’s character and style, his portrait 
impression of her conveys well some of the aspects of Markova’s rare quality that 
endear her to audiences in three continents. (92) 
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THE LIFE OF NELSON. Robert Southey. Edited, with introduction, notes 
and an appendix, by E. R. H. Harvey. Macdonald, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 416 pages. 
16 plates. 2 charts. Map. Appendix on The Naples Controversy. (Macdonald 
Illustrated Classics) 


Since this book first appeared in 1813 there have been many biographies of the 
greatest British admiral, who was killed at the moment of his decisive victory over 
Napoleon’s fleet at the Battle of Trafalgar, and research has added much to our 
knowledge of his life and achievements. But Southey’s Life has always retained its 
appeal, a good biography which is a classic of English literature. This attractive 
reprint reproduces the text of the thirteenth edition, the last corrected by the author, 
and Mr. Harvey contributes a valuable 63-page introduction and a few footnotes. 
It is very regrettable that there is no index. (92) 


TWO WORLDS FOR MEMORY. Alfred Noyes. Sheed & Ward, 21s. 
1953. 224.cm. 352 pages. 8 plates. Index. 


Mr. Noyes’s memories are rich. He is one of those rare people who never lose the 
gift of inspiring public interest in what they write. His life has been, in fact, a success 
story. He records consistent good fortune for his work both in verse and prose since 
he went down from Oxford at the turn of this century; two happy marriages; 
diversified friendships; general appreciation on both sides of the Atlantic; material 
blessings. He even has a saving grace of humour. What is missing in this book is any 
sharp sense of self-criticism, and any tolerance for the more experimental writers 
acceptable to the present generation. Some of his memories—of H. G. Wells and 
Hugh Walpole particularly—are acid, but as a whole he sees his past life through 
a haze of popular approval. (92) 


ROBERT OWEN OF NEW LANARK. Margaret Cole. Batchworth Press, 
12s.6d. 1953. 22cm. 239 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 
Mrs. Cole, well known for her biographical work on Beatrice Webb and others, 
here turns her attention to one of the most outstanding characters of the British 
social scene of the first half of the nineteenth century. Robert Owen (1771-1858), 
cotton manufacturer and mill owner, is particularly remembered for his efforts 
towards factory reform, organised community life, and the extension of co-operative 
and trade union principles. Mrs. Cole’s account of him will be read with pleasure 
by students of economic history and by the general reader. (92) 


THE DIARY OF SAMUEL PEPYS. Edited from Mynors Bright with an 
introduction by John Warrington. 3 vols. Dent, 7s. each. 1953. 19 cm. $12: $11: 
$25 pages. Bibliography. Notes. Index. (Everyman’s Library) 

Rich as English literature is in diaries and memoirs, Pepys’s famous diary has always 

been given first place since it was deciphered from his private shorthand and published 

in 1825. It is a fascinating chronicle of London from 1 January 1660 to 31 May 1669, 

recording all the trivial incidents of daily life as faithfully as the return and coronation 

of Charles II, the Great Plague and Great Fire of London, and the war with Holland. 

But as autobiography it is still more interesting: Pepys’s successful career as a civil 

servant in the Admiralty, his uneasy relations with his wife, his petty vanities and 

anxieties, are set down with a naive, irresistible garrulity which makes this one of 
the most complete and intimate self-revelations ever published. It is admirably 
presented in this new edition (half as long again as the previous Everyman edition) 
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which contains the bulk of the best transcript yet available (that of Mynors Bright, 
1875-79) with numerous footnotes based on Lord Braybrooke’s, and a very full 
index. (92) 


THE LIFE OF LLEWELYN POWYS. Malcolm Elwin. New edition. 
Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 299 pages. 7 plates. Genealogy. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Among the three authors in his exceptionally gifted family Llewelyn Powys was 

perhaps the least known. His own talents are mainly displayed in belles-lettres, for 

example in his travel-books and in the wonderful picture of English country life 
given in his autobiography Love and Death. Powys’s books received only a partial 
recognition during his lifetime, and Mr. Elwin gives a well-documented picture 
of his difficulties and the brave struggle against tuberculosis which occupied so 
many of his adult years. Much of the charm of Powys’s character cert ainly emerges, 
but the author sticks a little too cautiously to factual detail and the recollections of 
Powys’s friends. The book was first published i in 1946. (92) 


SIR WALTER RALEGH. Philip Edwards. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1953. 19} cm. 
196 pages. 4 plates. Bibliography. Index. (Men and Books) 
This book deals with Sir Walter Ralegh (1552-1618) as a thinker and a scholar 
rather than as a courtier and a man of action. The opening chapter, surveying 
Ralegh’s life as a whole, gives the author the background for his main theme, and 
his discussion of the Renaissance Imagination reveals Ralegh as the embodiment 
of the Renaissance spirit in Elizabethan England. Ralegh’s poetry and his prose 
works are examined in some detail; particular attention is given to the long poem 
Cynthia and to The History of the World. The author has a lucid style and the book 
should be a valuable addition to the literature on the Elizabethan period. (92) 


MY HOST THE WORLD. George Santayana. Cresset Press, 15s. 1953. 22 cm. 
197 pages. Index. 
“Never have I enjoyed youth so thoroughly as I have in my old age’, wrote the 
author in this last, enchanting synthesis of memories of his life, academic and other- 
wise, mainly in Spain, France, England and Italy (with occasional excursions to 
America) from the eighteen nineties to the recent past. “Arts have their dates’, he 
wrote, ‘and the great question is not what age you live in or what art you pursue 
but what perfection you can achieve in that art under those circumstances’. George 
Santayana was by profession a philosopher; by gift he was an artist in words. In 
this book of reminiscences he appears to be talking, essentially, to himself, his readers 
to be overhearing an ordered, civilised, valuable and most informed soliloquy. 
His analyses of the architectural point of places and buildings he visited are in them- 
selves (though not emphasised in his narrative) of the greatest interest. (92) 


SHAW AND SOCIETY. An Anthology and a Symposium with contributions 
by Kingsley Martin, Leonard Woolf, S. K. Ratcliffe, Benn W. Levy and the 
Rt. Hon. Hugh Dalton. Edited by C. E. M. Joad (for the Fabian Society). 
Odhams Press, 16s. 1953. 214 cm. 279 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

This is an intelligently edited anthology consisting partly of Shaw’s own writings 

and partly of appreciations. Shaw’s own opinions and prejudices on a host of topics, 

from walking in the country to the medical profession or modern philanthropy, 
are neatly summarised by quotation and contrast both from his prefaces and his 
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lesser known pamphlets. The editor’s own account of Shaw’s philosophy is the most 
adroit of the essays in exposition. Mr. Kingsley Martin contributes a lively personal 
memoir and Mr. Benn Levy places Shaw as a dramatic artist. (92) 
THE COAST OF INCENSE. Autobiography 1933-1939. Freya Stark. 
Murray, 25s. 1953. 224m. 303 pages. 51 illustrations. Wood engravings by 
Reynolds Stone. Sketch map. Index. 
This, the third—and, for the time being, the last—volume of Miss Stark’s auto- 
biography brings her story to the outbreak of World War II. Opening in 1933, 
when her jour n ys in Persia had already brought her fame as a traveller and writer, 
it deals mainly with Southern Arabia, where her travel plans were constantly 
either thwarted by anew or carried out in spite of it with great fortitude and 
philosophy. The book « disp lays her powers of descriptive writing at their best: she 
evokes experiences which the reader seems to share. As ever, her comments on 
men and things are piquant, and her reflections penetrating. The photographs illustrate 
not only the text but the originality of her outlook on her surroundings. (92) 


PERFORMING FLEA. A Self-Portrait in Letters. P. G. Wodehouse. With 
an introduction and tinea notes by W. Townend. Jenkins, 12s.6d. 1953. 
22 cm. 224 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

A friend of Mr. Wodehouse since his schooldays has edited and introduces this 

collection of personal letters which extend over thirty years. Written with unfailing 

gaiety, they give an impression of a personality who combines the casual and the 
competent to an astonishing degree, modest about his genuine attainments and over- 
anxious about the trivial ones; in fact, a character more reminiscent of the world 
of the W odchouse novels than one would | ave thought possible. The concluding 
section of the book records Mr. Wodehouse’s diary during part of his internment 
in Germany yf eral the war. This should effectively dispose of the unfortunate 
impression caused by Mr. Wodehouse’s broadcasts under German sponsorship. (92) 


PERSONA GRATA. Cecil Beaton and Kenneth Tynan. Wingate, 21s. 1953. 
244 cm. 99 pages of text. 78 photographs 


This is a portrait 





gallery in which Mr. Beaton provides the photographs and Mr. 
Tynan Ly impressions. The subjects, which number just upon 100, are mainly 
actors, actresses, writers, painters and dancers. Their common ground is, to quote 
the portraitists, ‘energy, elegance, wit, craftsmanship and a dash of the unpredictable’. 
Augustus John, Henry M« oore, Graham Greene, Graham Sutherland, Dame Edith 


Evans, Somerset Maugham, Sugar Ray Robinson, Cocteau, Colette . . . all are 
there, and many more, and it is, as even the beginnings of a list will indicate, a mixed 
bag. The flavour? Light but agreeable. (920) 


MEN OF DESTINY. Being Studies of the Four who Rode the War and Made 
this Precarious Landfall. H. C. O’Neill. Phoenix House, 18s. 1953. 22cm. 
240 pages. 4 portraits. Inde 





H. C. O'Neill, w ry ha is just died, was — known as a columnist, in the Spectator 
as “Strategicus’, and i n the Daily Telegraph as ‘A Student of War’. He has had the idea 
of writing a study of the 1939-45 war in terms of the contributions to it made by 
the Big Four—Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin, and Hitler. He has a pungent style 
and a stimulating point of view. In this attempt to analyse the different forms 
‘greatness’ may take, the author has produced four brilliant character sketches, and 
has raised fascinating questions of political psychology. (923°2) 
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Genealogy 
THE COMPLETE PEERAGE, or A History of the House of Lords and all 
its Members from the Earliest Times, by G. E. C. New edition, revised and much 
enlarged. Vol. XII, Part 1. Skelmersdale to Towton. Edited by Geoffrey 
White. St. Catherine Press, 73s.6d. 1953. 294 cm. 879 pages. 
This new edition of George Edward Cokayne’s Complete Peerage, which was issued 
in eight volumes between 1887 and 1898, was begun by the Hon. Vicary Gibbs in 
1910 and will be completed with the publication of Part 2 of the present volume. 
Volume XIII (Peers created 1901-38) has already appeared. Although, owing to 
present-day circumstances, the appendices have been somewhat reduced in scope, 
the new volume maintains the high standard of research and presentation of the earlier 
ones. The whole work gives fully, yet concisely, particulars of parentage, birth, 
honours, orders, offices, public services, politics, marriage, death and burial of every 
holder of a peerage. All available documents and other reliable sources have been 
utilised in preparing each entry, and, as the sub-title indicates, this industrious 
undertaking throws valuable light on the whole history of the House of Lords. 
(929-7) 
Europe 
ATTACK IN THE WEST. Napoleon’s First Campaign Re-read Today. 
W. G. F. Jackson. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 21s. 1953. 22}cm. 254 pages. 101 
diagrams. 4 maps. References. Index. 
This is the first full account of Napoleon’s 1796 campaign and, additionally, it 
illustrates the permanence of the first principles of war. Major Jackson’s object was 
to re-examine the campaign in the light of the problems existing in Western Europe 
today and this he fully achieves. In 1796 Napoleon’s reputation was limited to the 
Army of Italy and it was his masterly handling of this his first campaign that 
placed him among the great commanders. At all times he suffered disadvantage in 
numbers, equipment, supplies and interior lines, but instead of standing on the 
defensive he took the offensive on all possible occasions. His genius lay in manoeuvre 
and the establishment of tactical superiority by using surprise, speed and morale. 
Such is the author’s conclusion and his story justifies it. This scholarly study with its 
exemplary maps and diagrams is a valuable addition to military history. (940°27) 


World War II 
SPEARHEADS OF INVASION. W. N. Swan. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia, and London), 25s. 1953. 224m. 307 pages. 10 illustrations. 5 maps. 
Endpaper map. Index. 
The activities of the Royal Australian Naval Ships Infantry in the waters off New 
Guinea, the Philippines and Borneo, and particularly the work of H.M.A.S. 
Westralia, a converted passenger liner, are given prominence in Lieutenant- 
Commander Swan’s story. His account of the seven major invasions carried out by 
the Allies in the south-west Pacific area during the years 1943-45 throws light on the 
operations of many units, and has value as a description of the amphibious warfare 
on which the successful conclusion of the Pacific campaigns depended so greatly. 
(940°545) 
BOLDNESS BE MY FRIEND. Richard Pape. Introduction by Sir Archibald 
MclIndoe. Elek, 16s. 1953. 22cm. 320 pages. 19 illustrations. 4 maps. Plan. 
Of the many escape stories of the last war this is exceptional. The author, an R.A.F- 
navigator, went through three years of almost incredible adventures as a prisoner 
and escaper before he was finally invalided home by means of a cunning ruse. 
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Before this, however, he managed to escape into Holland, Poland, Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia, Austria and Hungary, but each time he was recaptured by the enemy. 
During most of the time he was confined he managed by various original means 
to communicate important war information to the authorities at home. But what 
this extremely well written and powerful narrative brings out more clearly than 
anything else is the amazing courage, endurance and perseverance of this prisoner 
of war in the face of great brutality, hardships and setbacks. (940°547) 


NIGHT HAS A THOUSAND EYES. Helen Astrup and B. L. Jacot. 
Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1953. 204 cm. 221 pages. 11 plates. 
Frau Astrup, English widow of a Norwegian sea captain whose ship was torpedoed 
early in the last war, was living in Oslo at the time of the Occupation. There she 
found ways of helping the Resistance Movement which was waging on its own a 
minor war with the Quislings and the Nazis. As a result Helen Astrup became 
involved in several exciting incidents, some of which ended tragically for her 
companions. Included in these was a remarkable adventure in which an attempt 
was made to smuggle by motor boat a large quantity of gold to a neighbouring 
fjord. When the dangers became too great she managed to escape into Sweden 
with her small daughter. Mr. B. L. Jacot has written a very readable book from 
Frau Astrup’s personal narrative. (940-548) 


THE MARCH OUT. The End of the Chindit Adventure. James Shaw. 
Introduction by Bernard Fergusson. Hart-Davis, 12s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 206 pages. 
4 photographs. 2 maps. 
As Bernard Fergusson points out in his introduction, this is the twelfth book about 
the ‘Chindits’ in Burma. It is, however, written from a new angle, as the author 
was a sergeant in an African battalion. He describes the evacuation during the 
monsoon of the special force to which he belonged from an important block— 
the ‘White City’—well behind the enemy lines. The intended airlift was not available, 
so it took the small force three months to struggle through eighty miles of difficult 


jungle. Although a number of casualties were caused by the Japanese, the main 


enemies were disease, heat, thirst, insects and the difficult country. Mr. Shaw describes 
simply and graphically this courageous journey. (940548) 


Ireland 

IRELAND OF THE SAINTS. D. D. C. Pochin Mould. Batsford, 21s. 1953. 
23 cm. 176 pages. $5 illustrations. 5 tailpieces. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Pochin Mould has written a pleasant account of early Christian Ireland and its 

antiquities, from the arrival of St. Patrick to the Anglo-Norman invasion. When 

most of Europe was torn by barbarian invasions and their aftermath, Ireland remained 

relatively undisturbed, preserving and developing a varied religious and cultural 

heritage, which she later returned to Europe. Her scholars played a notable part in 

the Carolingian renaissance, and her scribes have left a unique testimony to their 

skill in the Book of Kells. The author records these and other achievements with an 

unflagging enthusiasm which sometimes leads her to overstate her case. (941°5) 

Northern Ireland 

THE ULSTER YEAR BOOK, 1953. The Official Year Book of Northern 
Ireland. H.M. Stationery Office (Belfast), 3s.6d. 1953. 244 cm. 376 pages. 11 photo- 
graphs. 7 diagrams. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

The object of the Year Book is to present in a convenient form statistical and other 

information regarding Northern Ireland and its people; their social conditions, 
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health, education, and industries; and the administrative activities of the Departments 
concerned with central and local government services. The section on Industry and 
Trade has been expanded and gives a record of the development of the linen industry. 
There is an article, The Educational System in Northern Ireland, which traces the 
development of education since the establishment of the Government of Northern 
Ireland in 1921. (941-6) 


Britain 
THE UNFOLDING PATTERN OF BRITISH LIFE. The Growth of 
a New World Order. E. Wingfield-Stratford. Hale, 21s. 1953. 23 cm. 342 pages. 

The author has written extensively on British history from many points of view. 
In his new book he surveys the past in the light of a modern problem. Briefly his 
theme is this: the modern world is dominated by two antagonistic conceptions of 
government. The one, as old as civilisation itself, is based on force or ‘empire’, and 
is represented today by totalitarianism. The other, a much younger ideal, is that of a 
commonwealth of free peoples, freely associated, and it is of British origin. Which 
of these ideals is to prevail is an issue which concerns mankind. The author believes 
this pattern can only be understood in its historical setting. By what stages and from 
what insular origins the commonwealth principle has become embodied in a world- 
wide association, and how the whole pattern of British life has been shaped by it, 
is the theme of this book. (942) 


THE ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. Translated with an introduction by 
G. N. Garmonsway. Dent, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 352 pages. Illustration. Bibliography. 
Indexes. (Everyman’s Library) 

No greater service could have been rendered to students of history and literature 

than that represented by this accession to the Everyman’s Library. The Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle is indispensable to all students of the Old-English world: but the approach 

to it is hedged with difficulties. Not every student can cope with the original text, 

while a translation which fails to indicate variations in the individual annals will 
not satisfy the needs of modern scholarship. That is why the translation published 
in the Everyman series in 1912 (basically Ingram’s translation of 1823) is wholly 
inadequate. To take its place Mr. Garmonsway now offers us an accurate and 
idiomatic rendering of the complete chronicle, while in an excellent introduction 
he reviews the results of modern textual and historical criticism. His own specialist 
studies enable him to contribute much to the identification of place-names and the 
solution of other problems. (942-01) 


TUDOR ENGLAND. David Harrison. 2 vols. Cassell, 35s. each. 1953. 254 cm. 
188: 218 pages. 115: 118 illustrations. Notes. Index to each vol. 
Volume I covers the period 1485-1558, and Volume II is devoted to the reign of 
Elizabeth I. An introductory survey describes Europe in transition from medieval 
to modern times. All the great movements that made Tudor England are presented 
by the author as the result of many events and policies not only in England but in 
Scotland, Ireland and Europe. The final section sums up the Tudor achievement. 
Each chapter is followed by explanatory notes and references to authorities. Well- 
produced, and lavishly supplied with illustrations relevant to the text, the work is 
admirable for the general reader. (942-05) 
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THE TUDOR AGE. James A. Williamson. Longmans, 258. 19$3. 22cm. 
472 pages. 7 maps. Note on books. Index. (History of England) 


The first volume of a new series planned to provide a narrative history of England 
for the student and the general reader. Each of the nine volumes will be independent, 
representing its author’s individual approach, but each will contribute to an under- 
standing of the evolution of modern Britain. The purpose of the series is to make 
available in popular form the main results of the intensive research of the last half- 
century. Dr. Williamson has a high reputation not only for his scholarly research 
work, but also for the deft touch with which he communicates the results of his work 
to the layman. He considers the sixteenth century as the formative period in modern 
British history, and is more concerned to bring out its contribution in the fields of 
economics and overseas development than in the more arid aspects of its religious 
controversies. His book is an admirable beginning for the series. (942°05) 





THE REASON WHY. Cecil Woodham-Smith. Constable, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 
306 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 4 plates. 3 maps (1 folding). Sources. Index. 
The Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava in 1855 is at once among the most 
glorious and most inexplicable exploits in the annals of the British Army. Mrs. 

gic * I | m2) 
Woodham-Smith’s explanation is to contrast the personal histories of the two 
1 I I ~ . 
cavalry commanders immediately concerned, Lord Lucan and Lord Cardigan. 
Her survey goes back over two lifetimes to account for those fateful twenty minutes 


of the battle, but placed in this context the epic muddle becomes readily under- 
standable. The result is a completely absorbing book, whether considered as 
biography or as military history. (942-08) 
Germany 


GERMAN NOTEBOOK. Ian McDougall. Elek Books, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 
164 pages. 


In these twenty-five sketches, Mr. McDougall portrays scenes and characters of 
contemporary Germany and Austria. The varied subjects, from big businessmen 
and bureaucrats to students and refugees, illustrate the complexity of attitudes, some 
new and some only too familiar. The author deliberately avoids attempting a general 
assessment, so that the reader may feel that he is left rather in the air, but as a report 
on how individuals are living and thinking it is a warning against easy generalisations. 
Mr. McDougall writes incisively and with a light touch of irony. (943-087) 


Austria 
THE REBIRTH OF AUSTRIA. Richard Hiscocks. Oxford University Press, 


18s. 1953. 224.cm. 275 pages. 8 plates. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Hiscocks lived in Vienna from 1946-49 and has constantly visited it since. 
He has been given access to many unpublished documents and has had opportunities 
for discussion with many post-war personalities in Austria. He is, therefore, 
excellently equipped to write a factual and dependable account of post-war Austria, 
and excellently he does it. There has been little published on the subject, and students 
of international affairs will be grateful for this well-written and illuminating study. 

(943°6) 
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France 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. A. Goodwin. Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 192 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson's University Library) 
The author shows that the Bourbon Monarchy in 1787-88 was adopting a policy of 
reform to meet a financial and political crisis. He takes the view that the immediate 
cause of the French Revolution was the opposition of the aristocracy and the 
privileged classes to these reforms. This led to the middle class adopting the reforming 
policy to protect itself against aristocratic reaction. Professor Goodwin examines 
the impact of counter-revolution, agrarian grievances, proletarian intervention, and 
civil and foreign wars on the Assemblies, and thus shows the impetus and new 
direction given to each stage of the Revolution. The author’s control of his material 
and his objective treatment, putting dramatic events and forceful personalities in 
correct perspective, have produced a book that all students will appreciate. (944-04) 


Russia 
CAUCASIAN BATTLEFIELDS. A History of the Wars on the Turco- 
Caucasian Border 1828-1921. W. E. D. Allen and the late Paul Muratoff. 
Cambridge University Press, 70s. 1953. 24 cm. 636 pages. 10 illustrations. 39 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. 
A detailed topographical and military study of the fighting between Russia and 
Turkey in the Caucasus and Armenia in 1828-29, during the Crimean War, in 
1877-78, and during the First World War. An introductory chapter deals with the 
historical geography of the Caucasus and an epilogue with the “Government of 
South-West Caucasia’ (1919-20) and the Dagistan revolt of 1920-21. The relation 
of these campaigns to European and Middle Eastern strategy and politics is explained. 
Both Russian and Turkish sources have been fully used, including the oral evidence of 
surviving commanders in the later campaigns. The maps are numerous and first-class. 
(947°9) 
Canada 
CANADA. A Story of Challenge. J. M. S. Careless. Cambridge University Press, 
17s.6d.; school edition 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 433 pages. 41 illustrations. 9 maps 
and diagrams. Index. (British Commonwealth) 
This textbook traces the history of Canada from its pre-pioneer days and shows how 
the scattered colonies evolved a sense of unity and national consciousness as they 
met the challenge of a rich, untamed continent. Professor Careless, of the University 
of Toronto, analyses, against their historical and geographical background, the 
forces that have welded the disparate national elements and have made of Canada 
a nation with a strong and individual character. (971) 


FICTION 
General 
SCHEHEREZADE. Tales from the Thousand and One Nights. Translated by 
A. J. Arberry. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1953. 224 cm. 222 pages. Illustrations (including 
coloured frontispiece) by Asgeir Scott. 
Professor Arberry, who will be known to a wide public as the reverent interpreter 
of the great Islamic mystics and poets, here appears in a new role: as an unconventional, 
‘straightforward’ translator of a first instalment of four tales from the Arabian Nights, 
the opening, and longest, story of the four being, not inappropriately, the Aladdin 
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sagz. In his Introduction he has much to say, and in the liveliest manner, about his 
own methods as contrasted with those of his predecessors in the field. Those (and 
they are no longer few) who have never read any of the stories in English, will find 
the book a novel entertainment; those who have known previous translations, will 
here undergo the experience of a revelation, being delighted or discomforted 
according to their natural habits of mind. The illustrations are fresh and attractive, 
if less revolutionary than the text. 


GIGI and THE CAT. Colette. Translated from the French respectively by 
Roger Senhouse and Antonia White. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
199 pages. 

The latest addition to the uniform English edition of Mme. Colette’s works contains, 

like the previous volumes, two complete novels. Gigi (first published in Lausanne, 

1944) is a trifle—whipped cream with a dash of acid—about the training of a cocotte. 

The Cat (Paris, 1933) is a work of greater substance and value—a remarkable story. 

It is a study of a marriage in which the husband’s love for a cat gradually excludes 

his love for his wife. Mme. Colette handles this difficult theme with taste, wit, and 

compassion. 


NEW ZEALAND SHORT STORIES. Selected with an introduction by 
D. M. Davin. Oxford University Press, ss. 1953. 15cm. 436 pages. (World's 
Classics) 

The outlying lands of the Commonwealth are surely if slowly producing a literature 
rooted in their own scene and expressing their own way of life, thus establishing a 
local principle of artistic creation no longer dependent upon the traditions of the 
original homeland. Mr. Davin’s choice of thirty-three stories by New Zealand 
writers follows upon another editor’s selection of Australian stories in the same 
series, and the two books throw light upon the developing imagination, technical 
skill, and intellectual confidence of the new Australasian writers. While their subjects 
are often rougher and their touch less tender than those of European contemporaries, 
their stories have a force and immediacy of impact now uncommon in countries 
with a more ancient culture. 


THE WEIR. Jane Gillespie. Peter Davies, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 187 pages. 


This first novel of considerable accomplishment is remarkable for the economy and 
delicacy of its writing and for the author’s gift for suggesting the destructive under- 
currents in seemingly ordinary relationships. It is an uneasy household that she 
depicts, living (in the 1890s) in a country mansion; here, an intelligent young woman 
comes as a governess to the daughter of the house, a ‘difficult’ girl of fifteen, and 
an even more unpleasant and defeating boy of seven. Miss Pugh longs to understand 
the family and help her charges, but these are indeed ‘people of closed doors’ and 
her forebodings of disaster are, tragically, realised. 


THE GO-BETWEEN. L. P. Hartley. Hamish Hamilton, 11s. 1953. 19 cm. 
296 pages. 

Mr. Hartley has written many fine books, but none more remarkable than this. It 

is a reminiscence of certain events in the year 1900, told by a man now in his sixties. 

As a boy of twelve he is invited to spend a summer holiday with a schoolfellow at 

his wealthy parents’ country house. There he becomes a leading actor in a drama of 

adult emotions that he does not understand: he merely enjoys carrying letters between 
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his schoolfriend’s sister—who is engaged to a man of titled family—and a local 
farmer. Later, however, he becomes partly aware of what is going on, feels betrayed, 
and brings the illicit correspondence to a tragic end. Mr. Hartley contrives, with 
delicate skill, to render these events in terms of the innocent boy’s code and fant: Sy 
while giving them objective importance. The book is Mr. Hartley’s m: asterpiece to 
date. 


GENTIAN VIOLET. A Romance of Political Life. Edward Hyams. Longmans, 
10s.6d. 1953. 20$ cm. 256 pages. 


The hero of Mr. Hyams’s new story is a young man who is so sympathetic to Opposing 
points of view that he literally becomes a two-faced man—in the south of England 
he is Lieutenant Commander James Stewart- Blundel, D.S.O., Conservative M.P., 
and in the industrial Midlands clean-shaven Jim Blundel, M.P. in the Labour interest. 
Although this idea is far-fetched, it provides an excellent medium for satire—and 
Mr. Hyams gives us plenty of this, up-to-date and to the point. But there is good 
plain humour as well, and the fable is told in stimulatingly vigorous prose. 


THE VICTORIAN CHAISE-LONGUE. Marghanita Laski. Cresset Press, 
8s.6d. 1953. 19cm. 159 pages. Cresset Press for the British Publishers Guild, 2s. 
17$.cm. 159 pages. Paper bound. (Guild Originals) 


The conception of time as a relative rather than an absolute factor in human existence 
has presented modern writers with a fecund device for transferring characters into 
the past or future. This tempting device has its inherent weaknesses and it speaks 
highly for Miss Laski’s skill as a creative novelist that she has used it here successfully 
and avoided its pitfalls. The reader is faced not with a mechanical tour de force but 
with an imaginative and « nvincing portrayal of a woman’s nightmarish experience 
as her mind, its perceptiveness heightened by disease, travels into the past and becomes 
irrevocably trapped in an alien existence. Not a book for bedside reading but one 
that once begun will not be easily laid aside, and moreover a beautifully produced 
book which it is a joy to handle. It is issued simultaneously with the cheap edition 
(see Intruder from the Sea, page 682). 


THE HOUSE OF GAIR. Eric Linklater. Cape, 10s.6d. 1953. 20 cm. 224 pages. 
Mr. Linklater is a writer who likes to spring surprises on his public, and his latest 
work is a strange compound of satire, melodrama, and morality concerning a writer 
who secks shelter at the house of an elderly eccentric whom he finds to be an author 
surviving from the Yellow Book period. It turns out that the old gentleman derives 
his affluence from blackmail and other criminal activities and the story comes to a 
stirring climax of murder and suicide on a cliff-top. This is a very odd work indeed 
—but a powerful one. 


KATHERINE MANSFIELD: SELECTED STORIES. Chosen and 
introduced by D. M. Davin. Oxford University Press, $s. 1953. 154 cm. 382 pages. 
(World’s Clas IC s) 

In her brief lifetime of thirty-four years, ending in 1923, Katherine Mansfield wrote 

several score of short stories which attracted immediate attention and high praise 

from perceptive critics and led to her being regarded as ‘the English Chekhov’. 

She was in fact born in New Zealand, but it was in England and France that she found 

the environment and the friends she needed to foster her talent until it blossomed 

into genius. Mr. Davin has chosen twenty-seven of her best stories for this first 
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volume of selections from the whole of her fiction, and his introduction discusses 
with insight and feeling the life and writings of a tragically sensitive personality who 
was also a passionately de licated artist. 


DEAR MRS. BOSWELL. Marie Muir. Macmillan, 12s.6d. 1953. 204 cm. 
318 pages. 

Mrs. Muir’s first novel is a study of the relationship between the vain, inconstant 
James Boswell, friend and biographer of Dr. Johnson, and his ‘sensible and amiable’ 
‘cousin and wife, Margaret Montgomerie, and their children. The subject offers 
difficulties to a present-day novelist. The appearance during the last quarter of a 
century of the private papers from Malahide Castle has produced a wealth of personal 
material about Boswell almost as embarrassing as the previous dearth. It is a proof 
of Mrs. Muir’s skill that she has steered her way accurately through this stretch of 
print without any apparent slackening of imaginative strength. A different sort 
of book from Geoffrey Scott’s classic Portrait of Zélide (another imaginative work in 
which Boswell appears) but in its own way quite a remarkable one. 


THE FROZEN FLAME. Patrick O’Brian. Hart-Davis, 10s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
2§2 pages. 

Set in a village near Perpignan in the Pyrenees, this is a tragi-comedy about the 
conflict between love and respectability. A middle-aged lawyer intends to marry 
a pretty ‘girl of the people’ and his scandalised family send for his cousin, a doctor, 
to dissuade him. The doctor falls in love with the girl himself—but not before he 
has learned his cousin’s secret, a personal misfortune which adds the edge of tragedy 
to this rustic comedy. The characters are sharply drawn, and the writing has a pleasant 
lucent quality. 


THE FLOWER OF MAY. Kate O’Brien. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 
382 pages. 


living people who gaily jostle one another on a crowded canvas, 


Teeming with 
Kate O’Brien’s latest novel displays once again this writer’s ready understanding of 
the human scene and her rare ability not only to create character but to develop it 
within the limits of her story. The central figure—a young girl in her late teens— 
is seen to grow to maturity amidst shifting scenes and circumstances, surrounded by 
a large Irish family and aristocratic Belgian friends all of whom are distinct person- 
alities in their own right and not merely supporting characters. Broad in scope 
and yet attentive in detail, this is a book for leisurely reading and quiet enjoyment 
on long winter evenings. If read in haste it will lose its charm. 


THE STORIES OF FRANK O’CONNOR. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. 
1953. 224 cm. 378 pages. 

In his engaging preface to this selection of twenty-two tales from his published 
volumes (together with a bonus of five new ones) Mr. O’Connor tells us that he 
hoped this would be The Perfect Book but fears that it is already Just Another 
Book. He need not have worried—a work by him could never be prefixed with a 
‘just’. These stories of Irish priests, teachers, small tradesmen, and children are wholly 
individual—bar-room yarns told by a man who has a poet's sensitivity to words, 
an anthropologist’s curiosity about behaviour, and a psychologist’s insight into mind 
and motive. The new tales are as good as the old. 
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THE DRY STONE. Gilbert Phelps. Barker, 12s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 286 pages. 
The first part of this book consists of a straightforward autobiographical account of 
an intelligent and talented boy’s life in an English provincial town, describing his 
family, his schools, his friendships, and his collisions with petty snobbery. But this 
narrative founded on experience suddenly gives place to obvious fiction about a 
successful novelist and his love affairs—to the great disadvantage of the book as 
a coherent work. Nevertheless, it should be read for the sincerity and penetrating 
social analysis of its earlier chapters. 


AUSTRALIAN ROUND-UP. Stories from 1790 to 1950. Edited by Colin 
Roderick. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 21s. 1953. 224 cm. 
374 pages. Illustrations by Broadhurst. Biographical notes. 

The editor of this collection of thirty-cight stories has chosen representative tales 

from the work of a large proportion of Australia’s best story-tellers. In general, 

stories that have already appeared in anthologies have been excluded. With the 
accent on incident and narrative, as well as literary quality, the selections have value 
as entertainment and as an indication of the development of the short story in 

Australian literature. A helpful biographical note on each author is provided, and 

in an appendix other collections of short stories are discussed. 


HURRY ON DOWN. John Wain. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1953. 204 cm. 
247 pages. 

This is a picaresque tale about a university graduate who becomes a window cleaner, 
an export-car driver,.a dope pedlar, and a ‘chucker-out’. Comparison with a similar 
picaresque novel of twenty-four years ago—The Good Companions—neatly 
summarises the change in outlook between the pre- and post-war worlds. Gone 
are the hearts of gold and decent common men; in their place are aggression, 
amorality, and a selfish indifference to altruistic social values. This is a youthful 
book, clever and competent—but saddening. It should be read. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
INTRUDER FROM THE SEA. A Secret Service Story. Gordon McDonell. 
Harrap, 8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 191 pages. Harrap for the British Publishers Guild, 2s. 
17$cm. 191 pages. Paper bound. (Guild Originals) 
The first volume of a new series, in which the cheap edition in paper covers is published 
on the same day as the first edition in cloth covers, with the idea that the two will 
appeal to quite different sections of the book-buying public, and with the advantage 
that the cloth-bound edition can be issued at a lower price because the other shares 
the printing costs. Intruder from the Sea is a very skilful and unusual ‘thriller’ written 
in American by a practised American writer, the author of Jump for Glory, They 
Won't Believe Me, etc. The intruder is a spy who lands in California from a submarine 
by swimming ashore to a crowded bathing-beach. There is a good deal of expert 
swimming, the characters and setting are well drawn, and the story moves tautly 
to a very dramatic climax. 


Reprints 
OPERATION HEARTBREAK. Duff Cooper. Pan Books, 2s. 1953. 18 cm. 
160 pages. Paper bound. 
Since its first publication in 1950, it has been disclosed that Lord Norwich’s book 
is based on an actual incident of the war. It is the story of a man whose ambition is 
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to serve as an active soldier in combat but who is too young for the First World 
War and too old for the Second. In fact, he dies in bed: and it is then—as a corpse 
in uniform furnished with false papers to deceive the enemy—that his ambition is 
realised. The story has considerable merit as fiction, not merely notoriety as the 
disclosure of a wartime top secret. 


THE CROCK OF GOLD. James Stephens. Foreword by Walter de la Mare. 
Pan Books, 2s. 1953. 18 cm. 191 pages. Paper bound. 
To many modern readers this work (first published in 1912) by the Irish poet James 
Step shens will come as a new book. They will be agreeably surprised by its gaiety 
and its inventiveness and by its frequently astonishing wisdom—for James Stephens 
brought a deep and alert intelligence to this fantasy of leprechauns, fairy gold, 
philosoy shers af philosophers’ wives and children, tinkers, criminals, policemen, 
and a beautiful girl. A cheap edition of this famous and diverting tale is welcome. 


BARCHESTER TOWERS. Anthony Trollope. Oxford University Press, 
2 vols. in slip-case, 25s. 1953. 21 cm. 292: 287 pages. 14 pl ates and 25 drawings 
in the text by Edward Ardizzone. Who's W he, Notes. (Oxford Illustrated Trollope) 


‘In the writing of Barchester Towers I took great delight’, says Trollope in his famous 
Autobiography. “The Bishop and Mrs. Proudie were very real to me, as were also 
the troubles of the Archdeacon and the loves of Mr. Slope’. His delight is fully shared 
by readers of today. He may have written better novels—a point which Trollopians 
will continue to discuss—but he certainly wrote none which is more thoroughly 
enjoyable than this, and it has never been more agreeably presented for enjoyment. 
In that Mr. Ardizzone’s characterisation falls far short of Trollope’s his illustrations 
are disappointing, but they are very decorative, and at all other points these volumes 
maintain the quality of this delectable edition. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
ADMIRAL’S WALK. Kitty Barne. Dent, 8s.6d. 1953. 19cm. Coloured 
frontispiece and drawings by Mary Gernat. 


Miss Barne’s new book (for girls in their teens) is, as usual, full of good humour, 
good sense and excellent vignettes of character. ‘Admiral’s Walk’ is a delightful 
property with a superb connoisseur’s garden, which is left to a girl of eleven and her 
mother. They also inherit a problem gardener—one of those rigid perfectionists, 
savagely averse to interference or change, who does everything to obstruct the 
Malets’ plans for making a living out of the house and garden. Young Gay Malet, 
who is a cellist, tells her own story, which is alive with incident—never far-fetched, 
often very funny, and quite exciting, as well. 


ADVENTURES OF BUNNY BUFFIN. Alec Buckels. Faber, 7s.6d. 1953. 
22 cm. 96 pages. Drawings in text. 

The young rabbits Buffin and his brother Tut have nine different adventures in this 
story, the connecting link ee ing the villainous designs of the sly old fox, who, 
however, most surprisingly decides to reform in the last chapter and gives a tea-party 
for all the creatures he has been tormenting. The > set are clearly drawn in 
emphatic outlines, and they and the various animal characters are sure to please 
children from four to six. 
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MISSION FOR OLIVER. David Scott Daniell. Cape, 9s.6d. 1953. 20} cm, 
190 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and-white illustrations by William 
Stobbs. 

The hero of this adventure story of the year 1805 is a newly enlisted drummer boy. 

As the lad is about to embark with his re giment for service overseas, two mysterious 

men persuade him to deliver a letter in Syracuse under conditions of the utmost 

secrecy. In all good faith ponapec does his best to carry out his mission, only to find 
that both he and his regiment are led into the most dire peril. A lively, if improb: able 
tale, which makes suitable light reading for boys from nine to twelve and possibly 
for some of their sisters as well. 


THE SAN SEBASTIAN. Eilis Dillon. Faber, 10s.6d. 1953. 21 cm. 191 pages, 
Drawings by Richard Kennedy. 

Fourteen-year-old Pat Hernon achieves every boy’s dream of acquiring a ship of 
his own when he salvages a handsome century-old brigantine, deserted and adrift 
off the Connemara shore. But there is a secret attached to the ship that makes her a 
coveted prize to desperate men, and Pat has a harrowing time before he can rightfully 
claim her. Any boy of Pat’s age with a taste for the sea will scize upon this story, 
which has not only the popular ingredients of adventure, including a kidnapping 
and a battle on deck, but firm characterisation and a n agreeable Irish setting. 


SUNSET PLAINS. Stephen Fennimore and Dale Collins. Heinemann, 9s.6d, 
1953. 19 cm. 202 pages. Illustrations by Margaret Horder. 

The locale of this cheery and vivid tale is the Mallee bush of Victoria, and some 
pertinent details of Australian life and birds and animals are lightly touched in. 
Penny and her English friend Martin have appeared in previous books, and here 
they go on a visit to a jolly and hard-working family who own a large sheep station, 
and their days are crammed full of interesting and exciting activities, which include 
a brush with some sheep stealers. For children from ten to thirteen. 


CHOWRY and IDLE’S ISLANDS. Two Tales of Fantasy. Jean Forbes- 
Robertson. MacGibbon & Kee, 8s.6d. 1953. 20} cm. 224 pages. Illustrations by 
Charles Stewart. 

These tales, though rather slowly moving, are pleasantly written and not unoriginal 

in theme. The same characters figure in each. In the first three children discover that 

a derelict caravan has magical properties, and drawn by a mysterious and lovable 

yak the little party traverse the countryside. The shorter and more dramatic story 

tells how Jo and his brother ‘Idle’ explore two sinister and disappearing islands, 
which bring doom to mariners. For children from nine to twelve. 


THE LITTLE STEAMROLLER. A Story of Adventure, Mystery and 
Detection. Graham Greene. Parrish, 8s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 36 pages. Illustrations in 
colour by Dorothy Craigie. 

The Little Steamroller, with Bill Driver at the wheel, works at London Airport, 

and succeeds in capturing two wicked men engaged in smuggling gold nuggets 

hidden in children’s bricks. This vivacious tale for children from five to six is happily 
accompanied by dashing illustrations in very brilliant colours. 


BLACK GOLD ON THE DOUBLE DIAMOND. Ralph Hammond. 
Collins, 6s. 1953. 19 cm. 192 pages. 

The author is perhaps better known as Hammond Innes, and though his excellent 

book is offered to the young reader it is in fact a realistic and adult tale, tautly written 
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and thrilling from start to finish. It is the story of a lad who goes out to the Canadian 
Rockies on a faint clue that his father, believed dead, is really alive; in his pocket are 
the deeds of a disused mine. “Black gold’ is the oil that various people have suspected 
is to be found in the ne + ct yd, and the battle against unscrupulous men trying 
to get possession of the vit i land is depicted against an authentic background of ranch 
life in Alberta. 


JUNE GREY: I ASHION ST a NT. Lorna Lewis. Bodiey Head, 7s.6d. 
" 1953. 19 cm. 190 pages. (Career Books for Girls) 

Older girls who are attracted to a career in the clothing industry will gain a real 
insight into the ‘rag trade’, as it is called, in Britain from this briskly competent 
story of a young student who wants to be a dress designer. Her story takes us from 
the dress design section of a London art school to a wholesale dress firm and thence 
to a leading couturier’s establishment and an important fashion show, at which 
June distinguishes herself and gains her first real foothold in a highly competitive 
trade. 


A WEEK OF STORIES. Doris Rust. Faber, 4s.6d. 1953. 19cm. $4 pages. 
[Illustrations by Shirley Hughes. 

[hese seven pleasing bedtime stories, one for every day of the weck, have been 

written (and broadcast) for children under five. They are all the same length and 

take about eight minutes each to read aloud slowly. Whether the story is about a new 


ball, a pink b _ nket, a | ee a dog or a cat, it is told in appropriately simple sentences 
and with a 1 knowledge of how much the very young mind can absorb at one 
esie’ 


JANE’S COUNTRY YEAR. Malcolm Saville. 3rd. edition. Newnes, 8s.6d. 
1953. 19 cm. 256 pages. Numerous drawings by Bernard Bowerman. Endpaper 
plan and map by Robert Herrick. 


This new and handy edition will delight a fresh generation of children between the 
ages of eight and thirteen. The twelve chapters describe month by month the adventures 
and country discoveries of a little town girl sent to a farm to recruit her health. The 
theme is well worn, » but it is appealingly handled in simple—but not simplified— 
language. It strikes the right note of delight and wonder that a young mind shows 
when it is emerging from its make-believe worlds into the more diversified and 
attractive one of r Each month’s chapter closes with 2-3 pages of drawings 
and descriptions of birds, beasts and flowers in season. 





BY SPECIAL REQUEST. New Stories for Girls specially written for Noel 
Streatfeild. Collins, 12s.6d. 1953. 22 cm. 256 pages. Illustrations. 
In collecting these nineteen stories and sketches Miss Streatfeild has aimed at 
entertaining an audience of many tastes and of ages varying from ten to fifteen or 
The contributors are well-known writers, most of them specialists in children’s 
books. There are stories set in many parts of the world, and with a background of 
many pursuits—riding, fishing, skating, music, acting, etc.—and even an account of a 
secret agent. Miss Streatfeild has introduced each with a brief note about the author. If 
few of the contributions are really outstanding, all are very readable and for the most 
part interesting. 
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AND NOT TO YIELD. A Story of the Outward Bound. Alan Villiers, 
Hodder & Stoughton, 8s.6d. 1953. 194 cm. 160 pages. Frontispiece. 13 drawings, 
Map. 

The “Outward Bound’ school at Aberdovey in Wales is (as all who visit it agree) 
one of the most stimulating ventures in practical education. Batches of boys— 
they are formed into “W: tches’—go there for sea training, some with previous 
poe a some without. They sail the ketch Wars spite under all conditions, and 
with the minimum professional surveillance. Mr. Villiers, who is one of the foremost 
living experts in deep-sea sailing conditions, has written an imaginary account of 
what might happen to a typical watch of Aberdovey boys in emergency at sea. It 
is more exciting than is strictly probable, and it will appe -al most to boys of fourteen 
and over. 


Non-Fiction 
COME SHOOTING WITH ME. Richard Arnold. Muller, 9s.6d. 1953. 
19 cm. 152 pages. Drawings. Index. 

This book should be in the hands of all young people learning to shoot from ten 
years old onwards. Also, it is a sure guide for those concerned in teaching the young 
idea. It includes useful information as to the nature of firearms and their care, and 
above all it very properly emphasises throughout safety precautions and how 
accidents are to be avoided. It also brings out the charm of wild life and the country- 
side. An ideal present from father to son, provided the inevitable consequences— 
the purchase of a gun and a chance to go shooting—are accepted. 


THE STORY OF THE KITCHEN. S. E. Ellacott. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1953. 
21cm. 80 pages. 66 drawings by the author. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s 
Outlines) 


Using copious illustrations (at least one to every page) the author traces, for young 
readers of ten to fifteen, the history of food preparation from the stone age to modem 
times, concentrating mainly on practices in Britain but showing how these have 
been influenced by innovations from the East, Europe and North America. The 
development of cooking methods, from the central hearth to the modern cooker, 
is described in great detail and a lively picture emerges of the kitchen, its furniture, 
staff and equipment, the different types of food and drink available to cooks in 
each period, and the use they made of them. 


THE F.A. BOOK FOR BOYS. Number Six. Naldrett Press, 10s.6d. 1953. 

244m. 192 pages. Photographs. Drawings. Diagrams. Tables. 
This sixth issue of a book which was issued as an experiment by the Football 
Association’s Coaching Department contains a large number of contributions, 
by well-known players, journalists and artists, on a variety of soccer topics of interest 
to boys, and is lavishly illustrated. The ends in view are to increase the boy’s 
knowledge of the game and to help him to become a better player. It should appeal 
strongly to boys from ten upwards. 


TEN SAINTS. Eleanor Farjeon. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1953. 25 cm. 
124 pages. 10 illustrations in colour by Helen Sewell. Illustrated endpapers. 
This is a lithograph reproduction of a handsome book Miss Farjeon first brought 
out in America in 1936. It contains the stories of ten saints—-Christopher, Martin, 
Dorothea, Bridget, Patrick, Hubert, Giles, Simeon Stylites, Nicholas and Francis. 
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The biographies vary in length; each is simply and vividly written yet with 
appropriate dignity which the garish illustrations seldom sustain—and each is 
accompanied by a piece of verse. The book should be appreciated by children over 


the age of nine. 


GIRL’S BOOK OF BALLET. Edited by A. H. Franks. Burke, 12s.6d. 1953. 
254m. 144 pages. 146 photographs (4 in colour). Diagram. 19 drawings by 
Peter Revitt. Glossary. 

A serious, lively and varied collection of pictures and reading matter for children 

of nine and over. A. L. Haskell writes on the first principles of “How to enjoy 

ballet’; Beryl Grey about her training and first years with Sadler’s Wells Ballet; 

Felicity Gray about the production of her ballet programmes for B.B.C. television; 

Gene Kelly about his dancing film Invitation to the Dance; and Odette Joyeux about 

her days in the Paris Opera ballet school. Caryl Brahms describes how the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, is run, and the editor’s ‘Gallery of Dancers’ presents 

photographs and excellent brief lives of nineteen dancers. The music for two solo 

dances for children is given, with photographic illustrations and a full bar-by-bar 
description of the ste ps. 





THE WONDER WORLD OF BIRDS. Marie Neurath. Parrish 6s. 
boards; 7s.6d. cloth. 22 cm. 36 pages. Illustrations in colour by the author. 

The emphasis—as in previous books in this series—is on the unusual. The twenty 

brief paragraphs about birds from many lands are attractively illustrated in a bold 

and colourful pictorial-diagram style, and there is much here to astonish and interest 

the child from eight to ten. 


LET’S LEARN TO SEW. James Norbury. Bodley Head, ss. 1953. 21 cm. 
63 pages. Illustrations by Margaret Agutter. 

This little manual, written in a conversational style, should encourage girls of eight 
to eleven to learn sewing. A list of equipment for a needlework basket is followed 
by directions for tacking, stem stitch, buttonhole stitch, etc. After each lesson, 
illustrated by diagrams and drawings, instruction is given for making some article, 
culminating in a doll’s dress (tracing a pattern outlined in the book) using all the 
stitches learnt. A final section ‘General Hints and Tips’ includes a sensible warning 
on avoiding accidents by properly looking after scissors, irons and needles. 


THE BLUE TRAIN. The Story of Anton Dolin. Joan Selby-Lowndes. Collins, 
8s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 254 pages. 12 drawings by Mary Gernat. Bibliography. 
Children learning to dance or loving to watch dancing or acrobatics (age ten and 
over) will find here, enthusiastically retold, the tale of Patrick Healey-Kay and how 
he became Anton Dolin, the first of living English dancers to win international 
repute in the great tradition of classical ballet. Printed records, anecdotes, and 
paragraphs from Dolin’s own early autobiography, Divertissement, have been 
ingeniously animated into a story with plenty of pictures and conversations, and 
though these are largely imaginary they present real people and events with hardly 

more distortion than is natural to the hero-worshipper. 


YOUR BOOK OF MAGIC. Alexander Van Rensselaer. Faber, 5s.6d. 1953. 
22 cm. 48 pages. Illustrations by John N. Barron. 
Twenty-five simple conjuring tricks, which any quick witted child of nine or so 
should be able to execute. There are tricks with cards, rope, handkerchiefs and other 
687 








objects; some will need a certain amount of practice; all are very clearly described 


and usefully illustrated. 


COME BOATING WITH ME. Percy Woodcock. Muller, 9s.6d. 1953. 19 cm. 


142 pages. 25 drawings. Index. 


Tom, who in this little book is introduced to some of the intricacies of small-boat 
sailing, is fifteen. The instructions, though elementary, are sensibly conveyed. They 
are amplified by line drawings in the text; and if Tom (or even boys or girls of 3 
slightly younger age) can master them, they will be competent to handle a craft 
in most conditions met with in estuary and river waters. They will have learnt 
the essentials of manoeuvring, mooring, charts and how to look after their outboard 


engines. 
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